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MEDIA RELEASE – MELBOURNE SPRING SEASON 2015 

Spring Season (Melbourne) 
Pure opulence in Australia’s arts capital.  

 

Gorgeous mayhem in two opera 
that actually have happy endings! 
 

The Marriage of Figaro (Mozart)  

Figaro’s pretty excited about his forthcoming marriage to his true love Susanna. But his boss is 
also keen on her and before you know it, the whole thing is a whirlwind of longing, comeuppance 
and total utter madness. It’s no wonder that Mozart’s classic comedy has been entertaining 
crowds for centuries. This opera has everything – lovers and liaisons, disguises and tricks, lust 
and laughter. It’s also a not-so-subtle dig at the upper classes (which Mozart loved to do), with a 
servant ultimately sorting out the whole mess. The Marriage of Figaro also has some of Mozart’s 
best ensemble music, with brilliant trios, quartets and even a fantastic sextet. 

Arts Centre Melbourne on November 12, 14, 17, 19, 20, 23, 25, 28  

 

 

The Elixir of Love (Donizetti)  

Take an Italian opera and set it in the Australian outback in 1915, and the result is a witty and fun 
rendition of some of Donizetti’s most glorious music. A lovesick lad, an ambitious soldier, a wilful 
gal with a wicked sense of humour, and of course, a devious peddler selling a reputedly tried-
and-true love potion – what could possibly go right?! Director Simon Phillips, set designer Michael 
Scott-Mitchell and costume designer Gabriela Tylesova have way too much fun with the 
production, moving the setting from Donizetti’s Basque country village of the late 18th century, to 
the dust and dry of rural Australia during the First World War. An essential material in the concept 
and design is the very trusty corrugated iron, with Scott-Mitchell using it to high effect for one of 
the absolute highlights of the production, that of Adina making her entrance astride a corrugated 
horse (Dulcamara arriving in his little yellow corrugated car comes a very close second). 

Arts Centre Melbourne on November 21, 24, 26, 28 
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