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MEDIA RELEASE  

Donizetti | Directed by Simon Phillips | Conducted by Benjamin Northey 

The Elixir of Love  

November 21 –28 | Starring Rachelle Durkin, Aldo Di Toro, Andrew Jones and Conal Coad 

 

 

Take an Italian opera and set it in the Australian outback in 1915, and 

the result is a witty and fun rendition of some of Donizetti’s most 

glorious music. Earning 4 stars from The Sydney Morning Herald, this 

crowd pleaser is a must for both first time opera goers and seasoned 

opera lovers. 

 
A lovesick lad, an ambitious soldier, a wilful gal with a wicked sense of humour, and of 
course, a devious peddler selling a reputedly tried-and-true love potion – what could 
possibly go right?!  

Director Simon Phillips, set designer Michael Scott-Mitchell and costume designer Gabriela 
Tylesova have had way too much fun with the production, moving the setting from 
Donizetti’s Basque country village of the late 18th century, to the dust and dry of rural 
Australia during the First World War.  

An essential material in the concept and design is the very trusty corrugated iron, with 
Scott-Mitchell using it to high effect for one of the absolute highlights of the production, that 
of Adina making her entrance astride a corrugated horse (Dulcamara arriving in his little 
yellow corrugated car comes a very close second). 

Phenomenal talent Rachelle Durkin shine in the role of Adina. As one of opera’s most 
striking young artists, she has already performed at major houses worldwide to critical 
acclaim. Aldo Di Toro ‘shines in his performance of the popular aria ‘Una furtive lagrima’ 
according to ABC News. 
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CREATIVES 
 
Conductor, Benjamin Northey  
Director, Simon Phillips 
Revival Director, Andy Morton 
Set Designer, Michael Scott-Mitchell 
Costume Designer, Gabriela Tylesova 
Lighting Designer, Nick Schlieper 
 
CAST 
 
Adina, Rachelle Durkin 
Nemorino, Aldo Di Toro 
Belcore, Andrew Jones 
Dulcamara, Conal Code 
Gianetta, Eva Kong 
 
 

PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

Evenings 7.30pm 

November 21, 24, 26 

Saturday Matinee Performance 1pm 

November 28 

 

Running time 

Approx 2hrs & 20mins including one 20min interval 

Performed in Italian with English surtitles  

 

TICKETS  

 

Full priced tickets from $69 + booking fee 

Group, Senior and Student Rush concessions 

available. 

Bookings at opera.org.au or 02 9318 8200 

 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES 

Gemma Rasmussen  02 9318 8327 / 0400 689 690 / gemma.rasmussen@opera.org.au  
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