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MEDIA RELEASE  

Verdi | Directed by Elijah Moshinsky | Conducted by Renato Palumbo. 

La Traviata 

July 3 - 22 | Starring Lorina Gore and Rame Lahaj 

 

One of the most beautiful operas of this year’s Winter Season, Verdi’s 
devastatingly romantic La Traviata plays from Friday 3 July to Wednesday 
22 July at Joan Sutherland Theatre, Sydney Opera House. 
 
This sumptuous production is an Opera Australia classic featuring Lorina Gore in her Australian role debut 

as Violetta opposite the highly acclaimed, young international tenor making his Australian debut, Rame 

Lahaj with Verdi specialist Renato Palumbo returning to conduct after his triumph with Rigoletto in 2014. 

 

Velvet dresses and heaving bosoms, lavish party scenes and intimate arias – Verdi’s La Traviata is the 

quintessential operatic tragedy. With rousing music including ‘Sempre libre’ and the famous drinking song, 

the ‘Brindisi’, and a spectacular set, it’s a perfect escape from our everyday life.   

 

The story of La Traviata, so exotic and literary for us, was devastatingly close to Verdi’s own life. 

 

Shortly after the death of his young wife and children, Verdi took up with his own “traviata”, or fallen woman 

— a celebrated soprano who daringly defied convention in favour of freedom and a life of luxury.  

 

La Traviata is the story is of a beautiful courtesan, who, after initial restraint, falls in love with a young 

nobleman, Alfredo Germont.  The couple begin a life together until Alfredo’s father visits Violetta, pressing 

upon her the effect of the relationship on his family’s reputation. Her decision to accept his demand to break 

with Alfredo leads to the ultimate sacrifice. 

 

As one of Verdi's 'big three' (along with Rigoletto and Il Trovatore), La Traviata is also one of the world's 

most popular operas. It includes the show-stopping arias 'Sempre libera', which vies with 'Nessun dorma' 

for highest rankings in classical top tens. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 
THE ARTISTS 

Lorina Gore – Born in Australia and marking her OA debut as Violetta, Lorina completed postgraduate 

voice studies at the Australian National University in Canberra.  She won several prestigious opera awards, 

including the Robert & Betty Saltzer Prize, the Lady Galleghan Scholarship for Voice, the Frank and Viola 

Tait Scholarship, the Phoebe Patrick Award, and first place in the Australian National Aria Competition. 

Lorina has performed in The Pearlfishers, The Mikado, Così fan tutte, La bohème, Falstaff and Un ballo in 

Maschera for Opera Australia. 

 

Rame Lahaj – making his Australian debut. Born in 1983 in Istog Kosovo, he didn’t start his professional 

musical training until the age of 21yrs and one year later he began his studies at the Academy of Fine Arts 

in Tirana Albania, where he graduated as the most distinguished student in 2008. During his relatively short 

but successful career as an operatic singer he has performed extensively throughout Europe with important 

conductors like Carlo Rizzi, Evelino Pidò and Gustav Kuhn and stage directors like Robert Dornhelm and 

Henning Brockhaus. 

 

José Carbó - Australian baritone José Carbó was born in Argentina of Spanish and Italian descent, and 

moved with his family to Australia at an early age.  He has studied under the tutelage of Thais Taras, Arax 

Mansourian and Margaret Baker Genovesi in Rome.  He was the winner of the prestigious Australian 

Singing Competition Opera Award in 2005. 

 
 

THE PRODUCTION 

Designed by Michael Yeargan, this production was originally directed by Elijah Moshinsky, and has become 

a classic of Opera Australia’s current repertoire.  Inspired by Parisian scenes captured in the paintings of 

Manet and Renoir, the design for La Traviata is a feast of period detail. The costumes, designed by the late 

Peter J. Hall, are a highlight of the production.  Each of the incredibly detailed gowns worn by the women 

on stage are made from 10-12 metres of fabric and take up to 75 hours to complete, not including the time 

it takes to lace each performer into the fully-boned corsets.  

 

Creatives 

Conductor Renato Palumbo  

Director Elijah Moshinsky 

Set Designer Michael Yeargan 

Costume Designer Peter J Hall 

Lighting Designer Nigel Levings 

Cast 

Violetta Lorina Gore 

Alfredo Rame Lahaj 

Giorgio José Carbó  

Flora Dominica Matthews 

Gastone John Longmuir 

Baron Douphol Pelham Andrews 

Marquis d’Obigny Luke Gabbedy 

Doctor Grenvil Gennadi Dubinsky 

Annina Natalie Aroyan 

Guiseppe Jin Tea Kim 

Messenger Jonathan McCauley 

Servant Malcolm Ede 

With the Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra and  
Opera Australia Chorus  
 

Performance information  

Evenings at 7:30pm 
July 3, 7, 9, 11, 13, 16, 20, 22 

Matinee at 1:00pm 

July 18  

Running time 
Two hours and fifty minutes including two twenty-
five minute intervals 

 

Bookings Adult tickets from $69 (fees may apply) 

Group and concession prices available for most 
performances.  

Student Rush available for most performances: 
$50 (fees may apply)  

Opera Australia Box Office  
(02) 9318 8200 www.opera.org.au 

Joan Sutherland Theatre, Sydney Opera House 

Media enquiries  

Janet Glover 

0412 601 816  
janet.glover@opera.org.au  

 

http://www.opera.org.au/

