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MEDIA RELEASE 

Puccini | Directed by Graeme Murphy  

Turandot 
June 24 – August 28 | Starring Lise Lindstrom, Yonghoon Lee   

 

 

Big ideas. Bold themes. Beautiful singing.  

Graeme Murphy’s grand vision of imperial Peking is back, with American 
soprano Lise Lindstrom heading an international cast for Puccini’s late, great 
masterpiece, Turandot. 

Opens at Sydney Opera House on 24 June 2015. 

Puccini’s Turandot is a fantasy opera of poetry and myth, set in an exotic world where fear and love go 
hand in hand and death is always just around the corner. When Pavarotti sang out the top B in ‘Nessum 
Dorma’ across a huge crowd at the 1990 FIFA world cup, the world collectively held its breath. A 
generation of football fans were learning what opera was all about – music that can transport you to 
another world, another place, a place where emotion wells up inside you at the sound of a single note. 

“Vincerò” the tenor cried – “I will win! I will win!” 

It is unlikely that many of the millions of people who watched that broadcast were prepared for the 
power of the human voice in full flight. Even fewer would have seen Turandot – an opera about a brutal 
princess and an impossibly brave suitor who will make any sacrifice to win her love. No-one would have 
guessed that football would transform a well-known operatic tenor showpiece into a global phenomenon. 

Turandot is Giacomo Puccini’s final opera. It was written in the early 1920s, and was almost complete 
when Puccini was diagnosed with throat cancer. He died on 29 November 1924, leaving 36 pages of 
sketches for the final scene (completed by one of his students). At the premiere in 1926 conductor 
Arturo Toscanini is reported to have laid down his baton in the middle of Act III, announcing “Here the 
maestro died”. 

Graeme Murphy’s production of Turandot was last seen in Sydney in 2012 and Christian Badea 
returns to Australia to conduct following his success with Otello in 2014. After astounding audiences in 
2013’s Tosca, New York based Yonghoon Lee sings the role of Calàf with Lise Lindstrom, lauded as 
the most famous Turandot of our time as the icy, brutal princess. Murphy’s production includes his own 
choreographic chorus moves, sculptural stagecraft and larger than life costumes. This production, 
which is now considered a classic in the Opera Australia repertoire, was like nothing ever seen before 
when it first came to the Sydney Opera House in 1991. The bold vision of director Graeme Murphy and 
designer Kristian Fredrikson transformed an already powerful drama into a spectacular piece of 
theatre.  



 
 

 

 

 

THE ARTISTS 

The highly acclaimed performances of American soprano Lise Lindstrom have left an indelible 
impression on audiences and critics worldwide. Her 2013/14 season concluded with two career 
milestones: her 10th season singing the title role in Turandot and her 100th performance in the role with 
Royal Opera House Covent Garden, which was broadcast live to theatres throughout the U.K. and 
Europe. Her appearance with Opera Australia marks her Australian debut. 

Since his debut as Don Carlo in Santiago, Chile in 2007, Korean born Yonghoon Lee has established 
himself internationally as a leading lirico-spinto tenor. In the 2010/2011 season he made four 
international debuts, at the Metropolitan Opera in the title role of the new production of Don Carlos, at 
the Teatro alla Scala as Turridu in Cavalleria Rusticana, and at both the Vienna State Opera and the 
Semper Oper in Dresden as Cavaradossi in Tosca. 

 

Creatives 
Conductor Christian Badea (until 31 July) 

                  Benjamin Northey (until 28 August) 

Director Graeme Murphy 

Set and Costume Designer Kristian Fredrikson 

Lighting Designer John Drummond Montgomery 

Choreographer Graeme Murphy 

 

Cast 
Turandot Lise Lindstrom (until 31 July) 

               Zara Barrett (until 28 August) 

Calàf Yonghoon Lee  (until 31 July) 

          Rosario La Spina (until 28 August) 

Liù Hyeseoung Kwon (until 31 July) 

      Daria Masiero (until 28 August) 

Timur Jud Arthur (until 31 July) 

          Pelham Andrews (until 28 August)  

Pong John Longmuir 

Pang Graeme Macfarlane 

Ping Luke Gabbedy 

Emperor Benjamin Rasheed 

Mandarin Gennadi Dubinsky 

Handmaiden 1 Leah Thomas 

Handmaiden 2 Katherine Wiles 

Prince of Persia Jin Tea Kim 

With the Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra and  
Opera Australia Chorus  
 

Performance information  
Evenings at 7.30pm 

June 24, 27, 30 

July 4, 10 15, 18, 28, 31 

August 5, 12, 19, 22, 25, 28  

Matinees 

July 25 (1pm), August 8 (1pm), 16 (2pm) 

Running time 

Two hours and forty-five minutes including one 
thirty-minute interval and one twenty-minute 
interval 

Bookings 
Adult tickets from $69 (fees may apply) 

Group and concession prices available for 
most performances.  

Student Rush available for most 
performances: $50 (fees may apply)  

Opera Australia Box Office  
(02) 9318 8200  
www.opera.org.au 

Joan Sutherland Theatre, Sydney Opera 
House 

 

Media enquiries  
Janet Glover  
0421 601 816  
janet.glover@opera.org.au  
 
Christopher Wynton  
(02) 9318 8332 / 0403 461 005 
chris.wynton@opera.org.au 
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