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MEDIA RELEASE – MARCH 2015 

Grand Finale for 3 Years Work 
Opera Australia with Crown Resorts Foundation and Parramatta Park present the 
Western Sydney Community Choirs 

 

Nearly 300 singers from all across west and south-west Sydney will share the stage at The 
Crescent, Parramatta Park on March 15 to celebrate the culmination of their journey which 
began with Opera Australia in 2012. 
 
The Community Choirs project is an initiative to give amateur singers access to professional 
conductors and venues to improve their craft and deepen their understanding of opera. The 
project has seen the formation of the Western Sydney Community Choirs, which have gone on to 
perform at the Sydney Opera House in 2012 and 2014. 
 
The third and final performance will bring the talents of the Western Sydney Community Choirs 
closer to home with a one-off, free concert at Parramatta Park. Along with Penrith Symphony 
Orchestra, the near 300-strong Choir from 13 communities will perform a night of opera hits 
under the stars.  
 
This significant free public performance in Western Sydney has been enabled through a grant 
from the Crown Resort’s Foundation’s Western Sydney Arts Initiative, in recognition of the 
valuable outcomes that Opera Australia’s Community Choir program achieves. 
 
Opera Australia’s Simon Kenway has been the conductor of the Western Sydney Community 
Choirs since its inception and will lead the choirs on the night along with four guest artists from 
Opera Australia - Ayse Göknur Shanal (Soprano), Sian Pendry (Mezzo), Rosario La Spina 
(Tenor) and Shane Lowrencev (Baritone).  
 
“Originally, the Communities Choirs project was about improving access to opera and providing a 
free mechanism for singers to improve their skills under professional tuition,” says Simon. “What 
has eventuated has been far more than we could have ever foreseen – Western Sydney now has 
truly top-notch community choirs and it’s a complete joy to hear them sing. The choristers’ 
enthusiasm has been infectious and all of us at Opera Australia are looking forward to this grand 
finale performance.” 

The Western Sydney Community Choirs are a melting pot of singers from various ages, cultures, 
languages and musical backgrounds. Sophie Zaverdinos of Bankstown World Choir remarked 
that “it’s been wonderful to work with such a diverse range of people, learning not only from 
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Opera Australia but from each other. Last year’s performance at the Sydney Opera House was 
such an incredible experience, and we’re excited to come together again to show how far we’ve 
come vocally, and to be able to perform for our home communities.” 
 
Parramatta Park Trust is donating the use of The Crescent and the staging. “We are delighted to 
be presenting one of Australia’s premier cultural institutions, Opera Australia, in a free concert,” 
said Director Suellen Fitzgerald. “Presenting a world class venue for both the performers and 
audience enriches life in Western Sydney and cements Parramatta Park as the cultural capital of 
our region.” 
 
Auburn local and Opera Australia Principal Artist Shane Lowrencev is particularly proud to be 
performing with the Choir. “They say music is the universal language and the Community Choirs 
project has been the perfect demonstration of that. Parramatta Park is in for a treat!” 

 
The Opera Australia Western Sydney Community Choirs: 
 

Auburn Community Choir (25 participants) – part of Auburn City Council’s Life Long Learning program, 
the Community Choir is open to all ages and experience levels. 
 
Bankstown World Choir (15 participants) – the most culturally diverse group taking part, with members 
from Chinese, Vietnamese, Greek, Aboriginal and Indian heritage of all ages. 
 
Blue Mountains Community Choir (27 participants) – formed by Blue Mountains City Council specifically 
for the Western Sydney Community Choirs project, the choir features singers drawn from over 18 local 
choirs. 
 
C4, Campbelltown (15 Participants) – established in 2009, C4 have members in their 20s to 70s. The 
choir compete in eisteddfods and produce a large Christmas concert.  
 
Coro Marconi, Bossley Park (30 participants) – celebrating 40 years in 2015, Coro Marconi begun as an 
Italian immigrant social group. Some of the founding members still sing in the choir. 
 
Holroyd Community Choir (20 participants) – established just last year, the Holroyd City Council project 
focuses on residents aged over 50. 
 
Macarthur Singers, Camden (40 participants) – with 38 years of experience, the Macarthur Singers 
represent a diverse age group (20s to 80s!) and repertoire, performing everything from Queen to Mozart. 
 
Newington Community Choir (25 participants) – formed in 2010 as part of Auburn City Council’s Life 
Long Learning program, the Choir is open to all ages and experience levels. 
 
Simply Voices, Blacktown (35 participants) – began in 2007 as a project developed between Blacktown 
City Council and Blacktown TAFE to encourage people over the age of 50 to remain active and involved in 
their community. 

Spanish Speaking Choir, Fairfield (20 participants) – facilitated by the NSW Service for the Treatment 
and Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma Survivors. 
 
Sweet Tonic Choir, Campbelltown (35 participants) – a group of over 55s who focus on singing music 
from all over the world in the language of origin.  
 
Sydney Sonata Singers, Blacktown (25 participants) – starting as a small group of Filipino seniors, the 
Sonata Singers have gone on to release their own recordings, sung at the Biennale of Sydney, held two 
charity concerts and become Blacktown Arts Centre resident artists. 
 
Valley Voices, Telopea (15 participants) – aged from 30 to 70, the Valley Voices formed in 2011 from 
the Dundas Neighbourhood Centre focussing on light pop, soul and gospel repertoire. 
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The grand finale performance of the Western Sydney Community Choirs is presented by 
Parramatta Park and thanks to the generous support of the Crown Resorts Foundation 
Western Sydney Arts Initiative and Opera Australia. 
 
 

                                                                       
 
 

Host: Christopher Lawrence, ABC Classic FM 

Conductor: Simon Kenway 

Soloists:  

Ayse Göknur Shanal (Soprano) 

Sian Pendry (Mezzo) 

Rosario La Spina (Tenor) 

Shane Lowrencev (Baritone) 

With the Penrith Symphony Orchestra and  

conductor Paul Terracini 

Program Highlights: 

“Nessun dorma” from Turandot (Puccini)  

“Brindisi” from La Traviata (Verdi)  

“The Toreador’s Song” from Carmen (Bizet)  

“Un bel di” from Madama Butterfly (Puccini)  

“Te Deum” from Tosca (Puccini)  

“You'll Never Walk Alone” from Carousel 
(Rodgers & Hammerstein) 

 

 

 

 

Date: Sunday 15 March at 7.30pm 

Running Time: 90 minutes no interval 

Venue: The Crescent, Parramatta Park  

Enter via Cnr Macquarie & Pitt Street Parramatta 

There is no vehicle access within the Park on 
the day of the performance. 

Transport: There is limited paid parking available 
at Hunter Street Carpark (enter Hunter Street 
between Pitt Street and O’Connell Street). 

Westmead and Parramatta Railway Stations are 
within a 10 minute walk. 

Tickets: Free entry. No bookings required. 

Please note The Crescent is an outdoor venue 
with no formal seating. Attendees are 
welcome to bring picnic rugs to sit on the 
grass amphitheatre and/or low-profile 
collapsible chairs. Limited food and 
beverages will be available for purchase, 
however attendees are welcome to bring their 
own picnic (no glass please). 

 

Media enquiries: 

Scott Dawkins 

0403 937 074 

scott.dawkins@opera.org.au 

 

 

 


