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MEDIA RELEASE 

Opera Australia brings one of children’s favourite fairytales to primary schools: 

Hansel & Gretel tours Victorian 
Schools this winter 

 

Rebecca Rashleigh as Gretel, Olivia Cranwell as the Sand Fairy and Emily Barber as Hansel 

 

May 2015: Opera Australia’s touring program will present the opera version of Hansel and Gretel to 
Victorian schools, launching at Port Melbourne Primary School on 22 May, 2015.  

Hansel and Gretel will be performed over 100 times in more than 80 primary schools to approximately 
20,000 children. 

Based on the classic Brothers Grimm fairytale, the opera has been a favourite of young audiences for over 
one hundred years. With familiar characters performed by an energetic and talented cast, Hansel and 
Gretel is sure to delight children across the state from May to the end of August 2015. 

The primary school tours have been run by Opera Australia since 1998, performing to well over one million 
children. Showing people of all ages, especially children, that operas come in all shapes and sizes is a strong 
way to develop a foundation of knowledge and interest in opera within the wider community. 

Opera Australia’s Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini said, “Taking opera to primary schools across Victoria 
and NSW is an important part of Opera Australia’s commitment to new audiences, and one that we 
particularly enjoy, not only for its importance in education, but also for the pure fun of entertaining and 
engaging with our youngest audiences.”  

An integral part of the education program is the offer of Auslan Shadow Interpreted performances, which 
will happen part way through the season. Opera Australia was one of the first performing arts companies 
to develop and master this technique which integrates the interpreters into the performance as part of the 
cast. For children who are deaf or hearing-impaired this has proved to make an incredible difference to 
their experience and enjoyment of music and theatre.  

Hansel and Gretel was originally devised and directed by Christine Anketell especially for a younger 
audience. She worked closely with Tim Sexton and Ian Bone who adapted the music and libretto to under 
one hour. This 2015 production is directed by Hugh Halliday with the music directed by Raymond Lawrence 
and features a highly talented rotational cast of six Opera Australia performers - Oliver Mann, Eugene 
Raggio, Rebecca Rashleigh, Kirilie Blythman, Emily Barber and Olivia Cranwell - to make the production 
captivating and entertaining.  

"Opera Australia prides itself on engaging some of Australia's finest emerging singers to perform on our 
Schools Tours.” says Sandra Willis, Executive Producer of Touring and Outreach at Opera Australia. “These 



 
 

 

 

productions provide a wonderful opportunity for children all around Victoria to experience the magic of 
opera and live performance in their own school."  

Creatives 
Composer Engelbert Humperdinck 

Originally Devised & Directed by Christine Anketell 

Music and Libretto adapted by Tim Sexton & Ian Bone 

Directed by Hugh Halliday 

Music directed by Raymond Lawrence 

Cast 
Father Oliver Mann / Eugene Raggio 

Gretel  Rebecca Rashleigh / Kirilie Blythman 

Hansel  Emily Barber / Olivia Cranwell 

Pianists  Sue Goessling / Pamela Christie 

 

 

  

Performance information 
Tour Dates 
25 May – 29 August 2015 

Running time 
60mins, no interval. Includes Q&A Session. 

Performed in English. Teachers are sent Education Kits about the 
performance beforehand, in order to introduce the children to the 
opera and the music. 

Schools Enquiries  
Teachers can book performances by contacting 
Nexus Arts 
1800 675 897 
03 9523 6866 
nexusarts@netspace.net.au  

Media enquiries  
Chris Wynton, Communications Manager  
(02) 9318 8332  ǀ  0403 461 005 

chris.wynton@opera.org.au  

 

About Opera Australia and the Schools Tour 

Opera Australia is Australia's national opera company, resident at Sydney Opera House and Arts Centre Melbourne 
and touring throughout Australia. The Company is led by Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini and Chief Executive Craig 
Hassall. 

Opera Australia is dedicated to enriching Australia's cultural life with exceptional opera and presenting works that 
excite audiences and sustains and develops the art form. It is Australia's largest and busiest performing arts 
organisation, with more than 800 performances a year, including seasons of opera and musicals in Melbourne and 
Sydney, national tours through regional centres, performances in primary schools in Victoria and NSW, and a range of 
other activities including community participation events and free outdoor performances in Melbourne's Myer Music 
Bowl and Sydney's Domain. 

Opera Australia's repertoire includes baroque, bel canto, high romantic opera, operetta and musicals as well as new 
commissions. 

Beyond the theatre, Opera Australia, in collaboration with national broadcaster the ABC, broadcasts live and recorded 
opera performances on radio and TV and in cinemas. In total, Opera Australia performs before an annual audience of 
more than 650,000 people. 

About the Opera 

Hansel and Gretel was written by 19th century composer Engelbert Humperdinck, who described it as “a fairytale 
opera”. The libretto was written by the composer’s sister, based on the famous Brothers Grimm story of the same 
name. It has many songs familiar to families around the world, the most famous being the Abendsegen (“Evening 
Benediction”) from Act 2. 

The opera was first performed in Weimar, Germany in 1893, conducted by the celebrated composer Richard Strauss. 
This was followed by a Hamburg premiere the following year, conducted by the equally renowned composer, Gustav 
Mahler. Its timeless appeal may be attributed to the story’s classic themes of children seeking independence and 
adventure, overcoming fear, finding comfort in family, and through the opera’s beautiful, easy-to-sing melodies that 
bring to life this enduring fairy tale. 
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