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MEDIA RELEASE – MELBOURNE AUTUMN SEASON 2016 

60th Anniversary Season with  
New & Rare Diamonds 
La Bohème 3 May (10 perf) | The Pearlfishers 7 May (8 perf) | Luisa Miller 16 May (4 perf) 
- 

 
 

Opera Australia (OA) is set to take over the State Theatre, Arts Centre Melbourne for all of May, with the long-awaited 

return of La Bohème (Puccini), a brand new Australian production of The Pearlfishers (Bizet) and for the first time, rare 

masterpiece Luisa Miller (Verdi). 

 

“For our 60th anniversary programming, I wanted to offer Melbourne audiences three completely distinct opera 

experiences,” said Opera Australia Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini. “To start the season, we’re thrilled to have lured 

opera superstars Lianna Haroutounian (Mimì) and Gianluca Terranova (Rodolfo) back to Australia exclusively for  

La Bohème in Melbourne. Gale Edward’s Weimar-inspired production hasn’t been in Victoria since its triumphant 

premiere in 2011, and without doubt the score is a fan favourite.” 

 

“Michael Gow’s stunning re-working of The Pearlfishers turns the narrative on its head by making the male principal roles 

colonialists. We’re thrilled to have local stars Emma Matthews (Léïla) and José Carbó (Zurga) joined by Dmitry 

Korchak (Nadir) making his Australian debut direct from the Vienna State Opera.” 

 

“The final show in the season is an extremely rare gem. Before Don Carlos, Aida and La Traviata, Verdi wrote Luisa 

Miller, a dark and brooding thriller that we are excited to stage in Victoria for the first time, co-produced with Opéra de 

Lausanne. It’s fitting that the title role will be played by Melbournian Nicole Car, who has recently enjoyed enormous 

success at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.” 

 

The three shows will feature a collective cast of 86 performers, plus the 65 technical, wardrobe and creative staff it takes 

to mount three concurrent productions in Melbourne. All operas will be performed by Orchestra Victoria. The season 

includes a total of 22 performances, with shows on Saturdays requiring the crew to bump-out an entire production after 

the matinee and bump-in a different show for the evening performance. 

 

Originally known as the Australia Elizabethan Theatre Trust, 21 July marks 60 years since OA staged its first production. 

Industry website Bachtrack recently named OA as the third busiest opera company in the world, only behind The 

Metropolitan Opera (New York) and The Royal Opera (London). In 2015 OA staged a total of 771 performances, including 

213 opera performances, 17 festival performances of new Australian work The Rabbits by Kate Miller-Heidke,  

384 schools performances, 157 musical performances and delivered its first made-for-television work The Divorce for the 

ABC (watched by 1.1 million people). Destination event The Ring Cycle will return in November/December exclusive to 

Melbourne. 

 

Stay Connected Facebook ǀ Twitter ǀ Instagram ǀ YouTube @OperaAustralia #OAMelbourne 

Book at opera.org.au or 03 9685 3700 | Season Preview Video 

 
Season Media Call: Monday May 2 | Season Opening Performance: Tuesday 3 May 

For media enquiries contact Scott Dawkins (until 27 April) │0403 937 074 │scott.dawkins@opera.org.au 
Gemma Rasmussen (from 27 April) | 0400 689 690 | gemma.rasmussen@opera.org.au  

 

https://bachtrack.com/classical-music-statistics-2015
https://www.facebook.com/OperaAustralia
https://twitter.com/OperaAustralia
http://instagram.com/operaaustralia
https://www.youtube.com/user/operaaustralia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIoIFwmmPhA&feature=youtu.be
mailto:scott.dawkins@opera.org.au
mailto:Gemma.Rasmussen@opera.org.au
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Puccini | Directed by Gale Edwards (Australia) | Conducted by Andrea Molino (Italy) 

La Bohème 

May 3 – 28 | 10 Performances | Starring Lianna Haroutounian and Gianluca Terranova 
- 

 

In 2011 Gale Edwards transported La Bohème (The Bohemians) from the City of Lights to the shimmering darkness of 

Weimar Berlin, captivating audiences with the startling collision of cabaret excess and extreme poverty. Now the first 

production Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini commissioned at OA returns to Melbourne, bringing with it two of opera’s 

biggest names - Lianna Haroutounian (Mimì) making her Melbourne debut and Gianluca Terranova (Rodolfo). 

 

“I fell in love with Melbourne when I made my debut there in 2014’s Rigoletto with Opera Australia,” said Gianluca 

Terranova from Dusseldorf where he is performing the title role in Don Carlos. “When Lyndon [Terracini] offered the role 

of Rodolfo and the chance to return to Melbourne, it was an irresistible temptation and I cannot wait to join this wonderful 

company. And being a Roman, I admit I am also looking forward to being on tour in a city that understands coffee!” 

 

Original cast members and Melbournians Shane Lowrencev (Schaunard) and Andrew Jones (Marcello) will reprise 

their critically acclaimed roles, joined by Jane Ede (making her debut as Musetta) and Richard Anderson (Colline) who 

delivered stand-out performances last autumn in Don Giovanni. 

 

This revival includes the Brian Thomson-designed set with its elaborate transitions between the artist's garret and the 

opulence of Cafe Momus. The cast will be adorned in Julie Lynch’s costumes, which don’t pull any punches when it 

comes to the bawdy Berlin cabaret scene or the harsh realities of artistic life. 

 

One hundred and twenty years after its premiere, La Bohème remains one of the world’s favourite operas, continuing to 

inspire adaptions including the musical Rent and movie Moulin Rouge. “Whether it be through the frequent adaptions or 

the score having been used in films like Moonstruck and Atonement, La Bohème is familiar to most of us, even if you’ve 

never set foot into an opera house,” said Lyndon Terracini. “If you’re new to opera, this production of La Bohème is the 

perfect first show – the work itself is of course brilliant, the production values are second-to-none and the cast we have 

assembled for Melbourne is set to impress.” 

 
Mimì          Lianna Haroutounian  
                     Natalie Aroyan (25/5, 28/5) 
Rodolfo      Gianluca Terranova  
Musetta  Jane Ede 
Marcello   Andrew Jones 
Schaunard Shane Lowrencev 
Colline       Richard Anderson 
Benoit   Graeme Macfarlane 
Alcindoro  Adrian Tamburini 
Officer       Clifford Plumpton 
Sergeant  Malcolm Ede 
Parpignol  Benjamin Rasheed 
 
Resources 
Video/Trailer 
Images               
Cheat Sheet 
Listening Guide 
 
Special thanks to production partner ExxonMobil 

Conductor  Andrea Molino  
Director   Gale Edwards 
Set Designer Brian Thomson  
Costume Designer    Julie Lynch 
Lighting Designer  John Rayment 
Revival Director  Andy Morton 
 
Evening Performances 7.30pm 
May 3, 5, 10, 12, 14, 17, 19, 25, 28 

Matinee Performance 1pm 
May 21 

Running time 
Approx 2hrs & 15mins including a 20min interval 
Performed in Italian with English surtitles  

Full priced tickets from $65 + bf 
Senior concession, Student Rush, group rates and 
Wakil Foundation $20 ballot also available. 

Book at opera.org.au or 03 9685 3700 
Note this performance contains partial nudity. 

https://youtu.be/myZWcQRLjrw
https://opera.org.au/aboutus/media_centre/images/melbourne-autumn-2016/la-boh%C3%A8me
https://opera.org.au/home/productions/la-boheme/cheat-sheet
https://youtu.be/QkKRuxqbzIY
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Bizet | Directed by Michael Gow (Australia)| Conducted by Guillaume Tourniaire (France) 

The Pearlfishers 

May 7 – 28 | 8 Performances | Starring Emma Matthews, José Carbó and Dmitry Korchak 
- 

 
 

In this brand new production, local creative team Michael Gow (Director) and Robert Kemp (Set and Costumes) bring 
to life the colour and vibrancy of Ceylon in their high-stakes retelling of The Pearlfishers. By recasting all the male principal 

characters as colonialists, Gow brings the brutal nature of the pearl trade to the forefront.   
 
“The Pearlfishers is a challenging piece because nobody has ever found a complete score written in Bizet’s hand,” said 
Lyndon Terracini. “In commissioning this new production I knew I wanted Michael Gow to direct because he’s first and 

foremost a playwright. Michael’s explored backstory and drama that is worthy of the incredible score, which features one 
of the most famous male duets in music - Au fond du temple saint.” Australian audiences may recognise the song from 
its 1981 renaissance courtesy of Peter Weir’s film Gallipoli.  
 
Star Australian soprano Emma Matthews takes the role of Léïla, the priestess whom the locals entrust to safeguard their 
pearl divers. Australian/Argentinian José Carbó (Zurga) and Russian Dmitry Korchak (Nadir) play the colonialists who 
fight for Léïla’s affection, blind to loyalty, their lover’s safety and the customs of their adopted home. Steven Gallop will 

play the role of Nourabad, reimagined as a westerner profiteering from Léïla’s reputation. 

 

“I’m thrilled The Pearlfishers is coming to the State Theatre so we can utilise that incredible space to showcase the scale 

of Robert’s designs, and of course fill the auditorium with the phenomenal choral sound that is the signature of this opera,” 

said Michael Gow. “Working on a new production in any art form is rare treat, and I think the way this show has turned 

out is testament to the creative freedom Opera Australia gave us and the endless talent we can draw upon in this country, 

right from the people who sew the costumes to Matt Scott’s striking lighting design.”  

 

“The opportunity to again work with Emma Matthews, José Carbó and inspiring French conductor Guillaume Tourniaire 

is an embarrassment of riches, and I’m excited to meet new young tenor Dmitry Korchak.” 

 

Bizet never saw The Pearlfishers re-staged after its premiere and sadly died before his masterpiece Carmen became a 

hit. This Melbourne staging is the first new OA production of this opera since 2000, specially commissioned for the 60th 

anniversary year. 

 
Léïla           Emma Matthews 
Nadir          Dmitry Korchak 
Zurga          José Carbó 
Nourabad  Steven Gallop 
 
Resources 
Video/Trailer 
Video Series – The Making of The Pearlfishers 
Images 
Cheat Sheet 
  
Special thanks to production partner  
The Opera Society 

Conductor  Guillaume Tourniaire 
Director   Michael Gow 
Set & Costume Robert Kemp  
Lighting Designer  Matt Scott 
 
Evening Performances 7.30pm 
May 7, 11, 13, 18, 21, 23, 26 

Matinee Performance 1pm 
May 28 

Running time 
Approx 2hrs and 15 mins including a 20min interval 
Performed in French with English surtitles  

Full priced tickets from $65 + bf 
Senior concession, Student Rush and group rates  
also available. 

Book at opera.org.au or 03 9685 3700 
 

https://soundcloud.com/operaaustralia/au-fond-du-temple-saint-the-pearlfishers
https://youtu.be/LGjnsaYM2Is
https://youtu.be/LGjnsaYM2Is
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwvq-8GhwRw9l1z6cvTLnSEIjHfcNPa_X
https://opera.org.au/aboutus/media_centre/images/melbourne-autumn-2016/the-pearlfishers
https://opera.org.au/home/productions/the-pearlfishers/cheat-sheet
https://opera.org.au/home/productions/the-pearlfishers/cheat-sheet
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Verdi | Directed by Giancarlo del Monaco (Italy) | Conducted by Andrea Licata (Italy) 

Luisa Miller 

May 16 - 27 | 4 Performances | Starring Nicole Car

 

Verdi’s rare gem Luisa Miller will have its first full professional production in Victoria in over 150 years, with Melbournian 

Nicole Car in the title role. Co-produced with Opéra de Lausanne, Switzerland, director Giancarlo del Monaco stages 

the piece as a flashback, with what could have been literally hanging over the action courtesy of William Orlandi’s 

gravity-defying set. The monochromatic design focuses all the attention where it should be – the singers – who must 

deliver one Verdi’s most demanding scores. 

“I am thrilled to bring Luisa Miller to my home town” said Nicole Car. “The show is my Verdi debut, and I've revelled in 

the challenges and rewards of performing this beautiful music, with wonderful conducting and an extraordinary cast. I 

hope Melbourne audiences will embrace this gem of a piece.” Car was Lyndon Terracini’s first appointment when he 

joined OA in 2009 and since then the Victorian College of the Arts graduate has not only led multiple productions at 

home, but had her debut at the Royal Opera House (Carmen), returned to Covent Garden for Eugene Onegin and 

released her first album The Kiss which went straight to #1 on the ARIA Classical Album Chart. 

Luisa Miller follows the story of a soldier’s daughter who falls in love with Rodolfo, a man she doesn’t realise is of the 

nobility. Both families are unhappy with the match, and go to extraordinary lengths to separate the lovers. Exclusively for 

Melbourne, Italian tenor Riccardo Massi takes the role of Rodolfo joined by Australians Michael Honeyman (Miller, 

Luisa’s father) and David Parkin (Walter, Rodolfo’s father). One of the slipperiest villains in opera, Wurm, will be played 

by Melbournian Steven Gallop who will simultaneously be appearing in The Pearlfishers. Fellow Melbournian and VCA 

alum Sian Pendry will sing Federica, Rodolfo’s betrothed.  

“Our Melbourne premiere of Don Carlos last year proved that not only do rare pieces have an audience, but people relish 

these unique opera experiences,” said Lyndon Terracini. “Luisa Miller is without doubt a diamond in OA’s 60th year. It 

is everything opera should be - phenomenal music, gut-wrenching emotion and singing that cuts to your core.” 

Luisa          Nicole Car 
Federica    Sian Pendry 
Rodolfo      Riccardo Massi 
Miller         Michael Honeyman 
Walter                    David Parkin 
Wurm        Steven Gallop 
Laura          Eva Kong 
Peasant      Stuart Haycock 
 
Resources 
Video/Trailer 
Images               
Cheat Sheet 
 

Conductor  Andrea Licata 
Director   Giancarlo del Monaco 
Set & Costume William Orlandi  
Lighting Designer  Vinicio Cheli 
Lighting Design         
Realised By                Jacopo Pantani 
Revival Director  Matthew Barclay 
 
Evening Performances 7.30pm 
May 16, 20, 24, 27 

Running time 
Approx 2hrs & 45mins including a 20min interval 
Performed in Italian with English surtitles  

Full priced tickets from $65 + bf 
Senior concession, Student Rush and group rates  
also available. 

Book at opera.org.au or 03 9685 3700 

 

https://www.facebook.com/OperaAustralia/photos/a.279430818738061.84310.139825912698553/1258145177533282/?type=3&theater
https://youtu.be/AcZ8QRQzQ6Y
https://youtu.be/AcZ8QRQzQ6Y
https://opera.org.au/aboutus/media_centre/images/melbourne-autumn-2016/luisa-miller
https://opera.org.au/home/productions/luisa-miller/cheat-sheet
https://opera.org.au/home/productions/luisa-miller/cheat-sheet

