
 
 

1 | 3 

  

Directed by David Freeman| Conducted by Anthony Legge   

Sydney Opera House – The Opera 
October 28 – November 5 | 5 performances | Starring Adam Frandsen, Gerry Connolly, 
Stacey Alleaume, Martin Buckingham and Michael Petruccelli 
- 

 

The Sydney Opera House is set to take on a new role, becoming the stage, set and subject of an opera in a 
dazzling new Opera Australia production directed by David Freeman – Sydney Opera House, The Opera. 
 
Australian history and cutting-edge technology will intersect to bring the story behind the building of the iconic 
building – the Sydney Opera House. A juxtaposition of sound design, projection, innovative lighting, 3D 
printing and Hill Hoists will deliver an opera quite unlike anything ever seen.  
 
The architect walked out. The Premier died. The costs ballooned, and the years marched on. Building the 
Sydney Opera House is a story laced with more twists and turns than an opera. With fourteen scenes, set 
everywhere from Mexico to Denmark to the Royal Yacht to a Sydney backyard BBQ, this true story charts 
the dramatic story of the creation of the world’s most famous building and the coming of age of Australia.  
 
In dream casting, Gerry Connolly will play the Queen and Danish tenor Adam Frandsen plays architect Jørn 
Utzon. A dozen of Australia’s finest young opera singers will play more than forty characters. Stacey 
Alleaume, fresh from success in The Pearlfishers will play the role of Alexandra Mason and Martin 
Buckingham will delight audiences as The Premier. 
 
Everyone who played a part in the building of the Sydney Opera House is a character in the opera, from the 
NSW Premier and Government Engineer to a Sydney socialite. This is Sydney’s story writ large. 
 
In 1995, an opera about the building of the Sydney Opera House, called The Eighth Wonder, premiered at 
the Sydney Opera House. Such was its success that, unusually for a contemporary opera, it received a return 
season in 2000. Audiences loved seeing a story of their own city played out on stage, and recognised that 
the story of the Sydney Opera House was dramatic enough for opera. In 2016, The Eighth Wonder will be 
revived in a new guise. 
 
“When I first saw Alan John and Dennis Watkin’s The Eighth Wonder in the Opera Theatre in 1995, I came 
out of the theatre and walked across the Forecourt and then turned around and looked at the building and I 
thought to myself, why don’t they do this piece out here?,” said Opera Australia Artistic Director Lyndon 
Terracini. 
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“Of course, I never knew then that I would be Artistic Director of Opera Australia and so many years later 
we’re doing it outside with the Opera House as the backdrop. For our 60th anniversary, I was really keen to 
present a work by an Australian composer. I think this piece will strike a chord with audiences as they will 
connect to the challenging story of the building of a masterpiece that eventually achieved World Heritage 
status. This will be a major event for Sydney.” 
 
In a relaxed outdoor setting, all the things that people love about Sydney – the harbour, the Opera House, 
fantastic food and entertainment – will come together to create an unforgettable night. Each night, 3000 
people will gather outside the Sydney Opera House, and gaze up at the 100-metre wide steps, turned into 
an opera stage for the first time ever. 
 
NSW Minister for Trade, Tourism and Major Events Stuart Ayres said, “This magnificent production will 
share the story behind the creation of one of our most iconic landmarks, the Sydney Opera House, with 
new generations of audiences. It will be a grand new outdoor opera event for Sydney and the NSW 
Government is proud to have secured this production through our tourism and major events agency 
Destination NSW.”  

The singers will be on stage, while deep inside the Opera House, the chorus and orchestra perform the 
blazing score, their performance blended with the voices of the singers outside. 

Platforms will glide across the steps, delivering the fast-paced action. Giant screens will unfurl to display 
historic photos, surprising those too young to remember when Bennelong Point was a tram depot and 
building site. Giant glowing balls of paper, projections and lighting effects will complete the son et lumiere 
spectacle.  

Australia's youngest architects, 150 students from the UNSW Faculty for the Built Environment, will create 
a number of visual art installations for the site, including a 3D printed bar table. Inspired by a scene from 
the opera, the site decoration will feature one of Australia’s earliest patents, the Hills Hoist.  

Those attending are invited to get in the spirit by donning fashion from the 1970s. A section of seats will be 
reserved for those who wish to live-tweet the performance.  

Opera Australia is thrilled to present a major event celebrating the creation and ongoing success of a great 
architectural technical feat and international icon. The staging will be ambitious, using the opera as the 
basis of a spectacular, technology-driven outdoor event. 
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Cast 
The Architect            Adam Frandsen   
Alexandra Mason  Stacey Alleaume  
The Premier              Martin Buckingham 
Stephen Goldring     Michael Petruccelli 
Worker                       Michael Petruccelli 
Politician                    Samuel Dundas 
Reporter                    Samuel Dundas 
The Engineer   David Greco 
The Maestro             Adrian Tamburini 
Minister                     Adrian Tamburini 
Ken Mason   David Parkin   
Art Lover   David Parkin   
Aide de camp  David Parkin   
Sky                     Eva Kong 
Aunt Olive   Eva Kong 
Socialite 4   Eva Kong 
Earth                          Anna Yun 
Aunt Jean                  Anna Yun 
Miss Hodges             Anna Yun 
Socialite 1                 Anna Yun 
Eileen Mason           Rebecca Currier 
The Queen               Gerry Connolly  
Madame Magna      Jermaine Chau 
Socialite 3                 Jermaine Chau 
Juror                          Simon Meadows 
Reporter                   Simon Meadows 
Writer                       Simon Meadows 
Daughter                   Janet Todd 
Claire Goldring         Janet Todd 
Socialite 2                 Janet Todd 
Foreman                    Nicolas Jones  
Music Lover              Nicolas Jones 

 

Creatives 
Conductor  Anthony Legge   
Director   David Freeman  
Set and costume Designer Dan Potra  
 
Evening Performances 7.30pm 
October 28, 29 

November  3, 4, 5 

 

Running time 
Approx 2hrs and 45 minutes including one interval 
Performed in English  

 

Bookings 

Adult tickets from $62 (fees may apply) 

Group and concession prices available for most 
performances.  

Opera Australia Box Office  

(02) 9318 8200  

Sydney Opera House Forecourt 
 
For more information of Sydney Opera House – 
The Opera please visit opera.org.au 
 

Media enquiries  

Gemma Rasmussen | PR Manager 
0400 689 690 
gemma.rasmussen@opera.org.au  
 

  
For more info 

Sydney Opera House 
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