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MEDIA RELEASE: HANDA OPERA ON SYDNEY HARBOUR: TUES 9 DECEMBER 2014  

African Designs revealed for 
Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour 2015: Aida 

 
Opera Australia has today revealed details of the set and costume designs for Handa Opera on 
Sydney Harbour: Aida. Inspired by the colours and designs of Africa and Ethiopia, designer Mark 
Thompson is shaping a spectacular vision for Aida, ablaze in gold, vibrant colour and dramatic 
iconography. With exotic head pieces, long swirling dresses and bare midriffs, the contemporary will 
meet the ancient in a mirage of African influences. Tickets start from $79 and travel packages are 
available through Wotif. Aida runs from 27 March to 26 April 2015.  
 
The award-winning Fresh Catering has been appointed to create dining options inspired by the 
production, ranging from fine dining amongst the trees at the Platinum Club, through to casual bar 
dining and themed snacks. The entire pop-up site of Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour, at Sydney’s 
Fleet Steps, will be flavoured with the African-inspired designs by Eamon Darcy. Dinner packages 
are on sale from Wednesday 10 December through Opera Australia www.opera.org.au 
 
Aida is the first Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour production to have a single designer for both the 
costume and stage. Designer Mark Thompson is no stranger to challenges of this scale, having 
designed the lavish stage and costumes for recent Opera Australia productions of The Force of 
Destiny and Orpheus and the Underworld. Working across the full spectrum of costumes, props, set 
and staging, Mark will create a unified design that brings the drama to life, which is being directed by 
Gale Edwards. 
 
Mark Thompson said almost 300 magnificent costumes will be made for this new production of Aida, 
and performers in stunning, African-inspired costumes will “wrap the stage like a human work of art.” 
 
“To conjure colour and drama we’ve sourced hundreds of stunning, fabulous African and Ethiopian 
fabrics that will make for a clash of bright patterns and a riot of colour,” Mr Thompson said. ”Worn by 
a massive cast of singers and dancers, these fabrics will become stunning strapless dresses with 
towering head wraps, bustles and enormous wrapped shawls, which move in the breeze and wrap 
the stage like a human work of art.” 

 
Sydney singers have modelled some of the first costumes created – a range of gold strapless gowns 
with hints of contemporary celebrity glamour! Rachael Cunningham (from Cheltenam), Bernadette 
Lucarnus (from Bella Vista), Rebecca Currier (from Revesby Heights), Sharon Olde (from Como) 
and Jodie McGuren (from Cobbity) have been the first to don the costumes and begin to enter the 
magical world of Aida! 
 
The magnificent stage design is inspired by the opera’s original staging in Egypt, when it premiered 
in Cairo in 1871. The feature piece is a monumental head of Queen Nefertiti, cast as an historical 
ruin. Spectacular lighting will morph the look of the 18 metre tall stage element, with changing colours, 
innovative lighting designs and fireworks creating spectacular special effects for the open air stage. 
In another first the performances of Aida also feature some special guest stars – live camels! These 
latest opera stars will form a part of the spectacular Triumphal March in every performance.  
 
NSW Deputy Premier, Minister for Tourism and Major Events and Minister for the Arts Troy Grant 
had the honour of unveiling the set model today, and said the scale and imagery was befitting of 
Verdi’s grand opera. 

“Over the past three years, Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour has established a reputation for its 
awe-inspiring set and costume design with Sydney Harbour as a spectacular backdrop, and the 
details revealed today prove Aida in 2015 will be no exception,” Mr Grant said. 

“The NSW Government has been a proud supporter of Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour since 
2012 through our tourism and major events agency Destination NSW, and we look forward to 
continuing this partnership and seeing the event continue to astound audiences over the next three 
years,” he said. 

Tickets and Travel 

Tickets are now on sale for Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour: Aida. The fourth year of Opera on 
Sydney Harbour, one of Sydney’s most spectacular annual events, is set to be the biggest yet with 
the season extended to a month. The show features the full Opera Australia Chorus on stage 
together with international singers, and the magnificent Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra 

http://www.opera.org.au/


 
 

 
 

beneath! Ticket prices start at $79. Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour: Aida will run from 27 March 
to 26 April 2015. 
 
Visitors to Sydney can choose a travel package to suit them, available through from Wotif.com. 
Travellers can choose their hotel standard, seat reservation and more to tailor-make an Aida package 
to suit their overall experience in Sydney. Packages are available departing from destinations across 
Australia and New Zealand. Visit Wotif.com.au for ticket and travel packages now to avoid 
disappointment www.wotif.com/packages/aida 
 
About Aida 

The Aida cast includes African American soprano Latonia Moore in the title role. Ms Moore is a 
regular performer at The Met in New York, and has performed the title role of Aida to vast acclaim 
across the globe Alternating in the role is Italian soprano Daria Masiero, who is well known to Sydney 
audiences from her performances at the Sydney Opera House in recent years. Milijana Nikolic, who 
dazzled as Carmen in 2013 will make a welcome return to the water-top stage as Princess Amneris. 
Helpmann Award-winning singer Jacqueline Dark alternates in the role. Ms Nikolic and Ms Dark will 
bring heightened drama to the love triangle at the centre of Aida.Two renowned international tenors 
share the role of the Radamès, the Captain of the Guard: Italian Roberto Aronica making his debut 
with Opera Australia, and American Arnold Rawls, who performed with the company in 2013. 

 
Lyndon Terracini, Artistic Director of Opera Australia said, “Aida is the ultimate grand opera, and we 
hope this spectacular new production designed for this unique outdoor setting will delight more 
visitors than ever in 2015. There is simply no better way to experience this harbour side city, Sydney!” 

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour: Aida runs 27 March to 26 April 2015 

www.opera.org.au     www.wotif.com/packages/aida 
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http://opera.org.au/aboutus/media_centre 

 

BOOKINGS  

Adult tickets from $79 (fees may apply) 

Opera Australia Box Office 

(02) 9318 8200 / www.opera.org.au 

Travel Packages: 

www.wotif.com/packages/aida 

 

PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

Performances are at 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday  
27 March to 26 April 2015 

Fleet Steps, Mrs Macquarie’s Point, Sydney 

Site opens at 5pm for pre-performance drinks and dining 

 

Performed in Italian with English subtitles  

 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES 

Imogen Corlette 
National PR & Communications Manager 
Opera Australia 
(02) 9318 8327 / 0410 520 776 
imogen.corlette@opera.org.au 

 

CREATIVES 

Conductor Brian Castles-Onion 

Director Gale Edwards 

Set & Costume Designer Mark Thompson 

Lighting Designer Matt Scott 

Choreographer Lucas Jervies 

CAST 

Aida Latonia Moore 
 Daria Masiero 

Radamès Roberto Aronica 
 Arnold Rawls 

Amneris Milijana Nikolic 
 Jacqueline Dark 

Amonasro Michael Honeyman 
 Warwick Fyfe 

Ramfis David Parkin 
 Conal Coad 

The King Gennadi Dubinsky 

High Priestess Eva Kong 

Messenger Benjamin Rasheed 

With Australian Opera and Ballet 

Orchestra  
and Opera Australia Chorus 
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