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MEDIA RELEASE – SYDNEY SUMMER SEASON 2015 

Mozart’s The Magic Flute is back 
for more wonder and delight 
Directed by Julie Taymor 

 

From the creative talent that brought us The Lion King comes The Magic Flute – a fantastical theatrical 
adventure for audiences of all ages. Julie Taymor’s wildly imaginative production returns in 2015 after 
hugely successful seasons in 2012 and 2014, featuring whimsical stylised costumes and huge puppetry in 
a jaw-dropping show to entertain the child in us all. The Magic Flute plays at Sydney Opera House from 
2 to 30 January, 2015. 

With all its spectacle, action and humour, this is the perfect opera for all the family. 

“Expect plenty of magic effects from start to finish with everything from a fire-breathing 
serpent to wiggling and dancing bears, and what's not to love about a tale of star-crossed 
lovers.” The Daily Telegraph, 2014  

From the moment our hero Tamino leaps on stage with a snake in pursuit, the show is a fast paced 
adventure with mystery and challenges to overcome. With startling costumes, sprightly stilt walkers, giant 
puppets and a modern English translation, the production literally brings a new dimension to Mozart’s 
much-loved masterpiece. 

“Taymor’s conception and design is pure delight, awakening the magic of childhood and 
the spirit of popular pantomime… Huge creatures appear and vanish as in a dream, birds 
sweep and soar controlled by silent puppeteers…” The Sydney Morning Herald, 2014. 

An absolute highlight of the production will be Australia’s favourite soprano, Emma Matthews making her 
role debut singing the famous Queen of the Night aria. Her worthy adversary is the magnificent Australian 
baritone Daniel Sumegi as Sarastro – together this is a combination of two great Australian singers that is 
not to be missed. 

“The stage goes right into the audience…and from time to time puppet birds and other 
creatures seem to be flying right above our heads…dazzling.” The Guardian (Australia), 2014 

Thinking of bringing the kids? 
If your kids are a little too enthusiastic to sit still for two hours, why not bring them to the ‘Relaxed 
Performance’ on Thursday 15 January at 11am. At this performance, it’s fine for some chatter, and to go in 
and out of the theatre as needed.  

Puppet-Making Workshops 
Director Julie Taymor has made puppetry a key factor in many of her productions, including The Lion King. 
This production of The Magic Flute features puppets on every scale, from fluttering birds to ominous giants. 
In these workshops, children can learn puppetry techniques that Taymor used to create The Magic Flute. In 
each session, children will be grouped into similar age ranges. Each group will explore a different style of 
story-telling with puppetry. Using supplied materials, the kids will learn how to make their own fantastic 
puppets inspired by Flute characters. Suitable for 8 years and over. 

 



 
 

 

 

About the production 
In 2002, in the wake of the massive success of the award-winning Broadway musical The Lion King, New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera approached Julie Taymor with a challenge to create a new vision for Mozart’s 
final work for theatre, to premiere in their 2006 summer season. Taymor took Mozart’s music and, using an 
idiomatic English translation by American poet JD McClatchy, designs by George Tsypin and her 
trademark skills in visual art, puppetry, mime and dance, fashioned a 100 minute show designed to appeal 
to audiences of all ages!  

About the opera 
The Magic Flute (Die Zauberflöte) is a real puzzle – part opera, part play, part fairy tale. Written in 
Mozart’s final year, and premiering just two months before his death, the opera was an instant success, 
and a great source of pride to the composer. The story was written by librettist and impresario Emanuel 
Schikaneder, who performed Papageno, with Mozart’s sister-in-law Josepha Hofer performing the Queen of 
the Night.  

The allegorical story is full of references to Freemasonry (both Schikaneder and Mozart were members), 
and the power of truth and knowledge over superstition. Prince Tamino is lost in a strange land when three 
ladies ask him to rescue a beautiful young girl, Pamina, with the help of a magic flute. He agrees, but the 
ladies and their ruler, the Queen of the Night, soon reveal they are not as trustworthy as he first thought. To 
add to the confusion, the wily bird-catcher Papageno, somehow manages to be both a help and hindrance... 

About the artists 
In recent years Australian opera audiences have embraced the true talent of Australian coloratura soprano 
Emma Matthews. The accolades rolled in for her stunning performances in Lakmé, The Love of the 
Nightingale, Partenope, Lucia di Lammermoor, La Traviata (in both Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour and at 
Sydney Opera House) and The Turk in Italy. Ms Matthews has won seven Helpmann Awards (more than any 
other individual artist), nine Green Room Awards, a Mo Award and the Remy Martin Australian Opera Award. 

Australian baritone Daniel Sumegi made his US debut in 1991, and has since made his home in New 
York. Mr Sumegi has carved out an impressive international career with more than 90 roles in his 
repertoire, performing at Metropolitan Opera, San Francisco Opera, Covent Garden and Paris Opera, as 
well as major opera companies across the United States, Europe, Asia, South America and Australia. Mr 
Sumegi most recently made a huge impression on Melbourne audiences with his performances in the Ring 
Cycle (2013) and in Rigoletto (2014). 

The production features a veritable who’s who of Opera Australia artists including Taryn Fiebig, Jane Ede, 
John Longmuir, Jonathan Abernethy, Samuel Dundas, Andrew Jones, Sian Pendry and Dominica 
Matthews. 

This production is reproduced by Opera Australia from the original production of The Magic Flute by the Metropolitan Opera, New York 



 
 

 

 

Creatives 
Conductor Anthony Legge 

Director Matthew Barclay 
Originally directed by Julie Taymor 

Set & Design George Tsypin 

Costume Design Julie Taymor 

Puppetry Design Julie Taymor & Michael Curry 

Lighting Design Gary Marder 
Original lighting design Donald Holder 

Choreography Matthew Barclay 
Original Choreography Mark Dendy 

Translation JD McClatchy 

Cast 
Pamina Taryn Fiebig / Jane Ede 

Tamino John Longmuir / Jonathan Abernethy 

Papageno Samuel Dundas / Andrew Jones 

Queen of the Night Emma Matthews / Hannah 
Dahlenburg 

Sarasto Daniel Sumegi / Richard Anderson 

1st Lady Jane Ede / Leah Thomas 

2nd Lady Sian Pendry 

3rd Lady Dominica Matthews 

Papagena Katherine Wiles 

Monostatos Kanen Breen 

Speaker Richard Anderson / Adrian Tamburini 

1st Priest Malcolm Ede 

2nd Priest Benjamin Rasheed 

1st Armed Man Dean Bassett 

2nd Armed Man Adrian Tamburini 

2nd Armed Man Clifford Plumpton 

With Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra,  
Opera Australia Chorus and 
Opera Australia Children’s Chorus 

Performance information  
Evenings at 7.30pm 
January 2, 9, 24, 30 

Evenings at 6.30pm 
January 7, 23, 28  

Saturday matinees at 1pm 
January 3, 10, 17 

Thursday matinee at 11am 
January 15 

Running time 
Approx 2hrs including a 20min interval 
Performed in English with surtitles  

Puppet-Making Workshops 
Saturday 10 January at 11am & 3.15pm 
Thursday 15 January at 9am & 1.15pm 
Saturday 17 January at 11am & 3.15pm 

Tickets $30. Parents may attend for free 

In order to participate in the Puppet-Making 
Workshop, you must also be going to The 
Magic Flute. 

Bookings 
Tickets from $49 (fees may apply) 

Children (16 years and under) $59 (across all 
seating reserves) 

Student Rush available at most performances: 
$50 (fees may apply) 

Opera Australia Box Office  
(02) 9318 8200  
www.opera.org.au 

Joan Sutherland Theatre, Sydney Opera House 

Media enquiries  
Sarah Wilson, Senior Publicist  
(02) 9318 8332 / 0405 364 643 
sarah.wilson@opera.org.au 

Image: Andrew Jones and dancers. Photo Branco Gaica. 
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