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MEDIA RELEASE – SYDNEY SUMMER 2015 

Summertime opera 
SEASON: 31 DECEMBER 2014 – 26 APRIL 2015 

 

Sydneysiders and tourists alike revel in the creative vibe of Sydney in the summer months, so why not 
make this season the one to (re)discover opera? The season features all the true masterpieces of opera 
showcased by master performers of today. Now is the time to see the world's greatest operas performed at 
their absolute best.  

Opera Australia's summer season officially opens on New Year's Eve with a bang - two black tie options 
and the best party (and view of the fireworks) in town! The season continues with: 

 La Bohème: 31 December - 16 January 

 The Magic Flute: 2 - 30 January 

 Tosca: 13 January - 17 March 

 Mazda Opera in the Domain: 24 January 

 Madama Butterfly: 27 January - 28 March 

 Faust: 17 February - 13 March 

 Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour: Aida: 27 March - 26 April 

 Great Opera Hits: 26 December - 15 March 

La bohème (31 December – 16 January) 
An opera about life, love and art in the days of wild hedonism, creative richness and unspeakable poverty, 
La Bohème is a perennial favourite among audiences and Gale Edwards’ cabaret styled sets and 
spectacular costumes truly dazzle. Revolving two-story balconies, 30’s fashions, fishnets and fringing are 
just some of the design highlights of Edwards’ lavish production of Puccini’s classic tragedy. Art and life 
collide in this universal story. Fresh from performing the role in the US and the UK, glamorous Latvian 
soprano, Maija Kovalevska makes her Australian debut as the glorious Mimì. 

The Magic Flute (2 – 30 January) 
With giant puppets, spectacular costumes, flying children and a glorious moving set, this is Mozart’s 
landmark opera like you’ve never seen it. Julie Taymor’s colourful production of Mozart’s classic opera The 
Magic Flute returns to Sydney Opera House, offering a chance for children and adults alike to experience 
the magic of Mozart. Taymor (Disney's The Lion King) first developed this shortened version for New York’s 
Metropolitan Opera. It’s performed in English and designed to appeal to families and children (8 years+). A 
perfect opera for first-timers, this is a treat for the child within all. Oh, and watch out for that serpent on your 
way out! 

Tosca (13 January – 17 March) 
The heartbreaking story of Tosca set to Puccini’s rousing music is one of the world’s most beloved operas 
and director John Bell has created a visionary new production that will move you to tears. The dramatic 
story of enduring love in the face of oppression and national turmoil is set in war-torn Italy. Two lovers – 
singer, Tosca and painter, Cavaradossi - incur the wrath of the sinister chief of police, Scarpia, and they 
fight for freedom and for love. Their tragic end will melt the hardest heart. Up and coming conductor Andrea 
Battistoni leads an international cast of distinction. Don’t miss Michael Scott-Mitchell’s striking recreation of 
the Sant’Andrea della Valle.  



 
 

 

 

Mazda Opera in the Domain (24 January) 
Mazda Opera in the Domain is a Sydney institution, combining the best of everything – a balmy Sydney 
summer evening, free outdoor music event and tens of thousands of friends about you! With picnics galore, 
the impassioned voices of Opera Australia soar over a full orchestra, performing opera’s most celebrated 
arias and duets. Featuring an array of Australia’s favourite opera stars, including Lorina Gore, Natalie 
Aroyan, Anna Dowsley, Diego Torre, Andrew Jones and Shane Lowrencev, the evening includes a 
program of popular arias from works by opera’s greatest composers.  

Madama Butterfly (27 January – 28 March) 
A woman capable of great love, a man transfixed by exotic beauty – Madama Butterfly is one of the world’s 
great love stories. With a stunning set and costume design inspired by the beauty of the natural world, the 
combination of wood, water, coloured silks and flames on stage is breathtaking in its elegant simplicity. Get 
swept up in Puccini’s rousing music as the opera takes you from love, to wonder, to hope and finally, 
despair. Directed by Moffatt Oxenbould, this is one of Opera Australia’s most loved productions. With a 
dashing tenor and three outstanding sopranos taking on the title role, Madama Butterfly is set to enchant 
audiences all summer.  

Faust (17 February – 13 March) 
Faust is a man desperate for youth and hungry for passion. Méphistophélès has the answer, but it’s going 
to cost him. A deal with the underworld and Faust risks all – morality, happiness and humanity itself for a 
slice of pleasure. Men sneak between the rubble and towering cathedrals, women lurk in doorways as 
Faust’s fate is realised. Following his dramatic production of Don Giovanni, Sir David McVicar once again 
takes the reins. McVicar relocates Gonoud’s electric opera into 1870s Paris, a decade synonymous with 
debauchery and lust. Michael Fabiano stars in the title role with Teddy Tahu Rhodes as the thrilling 
Méphistophélès and rising star Nicole Car as Marguerite under the baton of Guillaume Tourniaire. 

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour: Aida (27 March – 26 April) 
Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour has become the hottest ticket in town, and in 2015, it’s going to be bigger 
than ever. Aida is the grandest of all operas: a gilded, glamorous epic set in Egypt, with the famous 
‘Triumphal March’ and huge battle scenes. What grander setting is there than the sparkling water-top stage 
on Sydney Harbour? You’ll be seduced by Verdi’s masterpiece, which puts the intimate affairs of the heart 
against the grandeur of the universe.  

Great Opera Hits  
Stroll down to the Sydney Opera House and join the stars of Opera Australia for a concert of the greatest 
hits of opera.These relaxed concerts take place on summer afternoons as the sun sets across Sydney 
Harbour, and last around 90 minutes. Listen to famous arias from Bizet, Puccini, Rossini and Verdi 
performed by some of Opera Australia’s finest opera singers, accompanied by piano. 

Tickets www.opera.org.au 

Media enquiries  
Sarah Wilson, Senior Publicist  
(02) 9318 8332 / 0405 364 643 
sarah.wilson@opera.org.au  
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