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Griffith Opera on the Beach: Aida 
AUDITION NOTICE 

Opera Australia is Australia's national opera company, resident at the Sydney Opera House and Arts 
Centre Melbourne and touring throughout Australia. 

It is led by Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini. 

Opera Australia is dedicated to enriching Australia's cultural life with exceptional opera and presenting 
opera that excites audiences and sustains and develops the art form.  It is in a vital transition from 
being a largely a very fine repertory opera company to being a production house which is able to 
present the great repertoire of the past while creating the repertoire of the future in truly diverse and 
surprising places. 

It is Australia's largest and busiest performing arts organisation, with over 600 performances a year, 
including seasons of opera and musicals in Sydney and Melbourne, national tours through regional 
centres, performances in primary schools in NSW and Victoria, and a range of other activities 
including community participation events and free outdoor performances in Sydney's Domain and 
Melbourne's Myer Music Bowl. 

Opera Australia's repertoire ranges from baroque to bel canto to high romantic opera to operetta and 
musicals to new commissions. 

Beyond the theatre, Opera Australia, in collaboration with national broadcaster the ABC, broadcasts 
live and recorded opera performances on radio and TV, and distributes through a variety of other 
channels including cinemas and online. 

What 

Opera Australia is looking to form a 52 person community choir on the Gold Coast to be the chorus in 
Griffith Opera on the Beach 2017 and the production of Verdi’s Aida. 

The choir will be led by members of the Opera Australia chorus and will perform on stage in costume 
alongside soloists from Opera Australia as part of this fully staged production. This production will 
include sets, properties, sound and lighting with full orchestra provided by Griffith University’s 
Queensland Conservatorium and lead by members of the Opera Australia Orchestra. 

The Aida Conductor, Tahu Matheson, and Director, Hugh Haliday, will work with the community choir. 



Griffith Opera on the Beach 2017- Audition Notice 
Page 2 of 3 

Why 

This project is all about Australia’s national opera company connecting and making art with community 
members on the Gold Coast.   

For community members this is an opportunity for local singers to become involved in this landmark 
arts event. 

What OA Asks Of You 

Singers should be willing to enthusiastically participate. 

This is an unpaid volunteer position, and there is no cost to participate in this project. Choir members 
will be expected to make all rehearsals. Singers who are unable to make 90% of the rehearsals may 
be asked to leave the choir. 

You will be required to fill in a health declaration form as part of your induction process to give a clear 
indication of any relevant existing injury or additional care requirements. This will allow the Company 
and Production Manager to take reasonable measures to prevent accidents or aggravate injury to 
make your involvement safer and more enjoyable. 

What OA Gives To You 

Opera Australia will provide all choir members with music, costumes and rehearsal tuition including 
direction from the production Conductor and Director. We ask that performers provide their own make 
up, however guidance will be given on application of this. 

Choir members will receive two complimentary tickets for their family and friends to the General Dress 
Rehearsal on 20 September 2017. 

Summary 

Auditions 28 May 

Choir Members Notified Early June 

Choir Rehearsals 24-25 June, 29-30 July, 12-13 August, 26-27 August, 2-3 September 

Stage Rehearsals 15-19 September 

General Dress Rehearsal 20 September 

Performances  21, 22, 23, 28, 29 and 30 September 

CHOIR MEMBERS MUST BE AVAILABLE FOR  
ALL PERFORMANCES AND STAGE REHEARSALS 

Auditions 

Auditions will be held on the Gold Coast (venue to be advised) between 10.30am and 5.00pm on 28 
May, and are open to all singers over 14 years of age. These auditions are for choir places only and 
not for solo parts.  

Opera Australia is seeking all ranges of voice including soprano, mezzo soprano, alto, tenor, baritone 
and bass. 

Each singer should prepare one or two items of your favourites to sing.  Please register your details 
via the Opera Australia website submitting a short resume of any musical or stage experience. One of 
our colleagues will be in touch with a time slot for you to attend.  
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It is desirable for you to provide a pianist or a backing track to accompany you. If neither are possible, 
then the Conductor, Tahu Matheson, may play for you as he takes the auditions. 

To register for an audition, visit: opera.org.au/volunteer

General enquiries please email: MajorProjectsVolunteer@opera.org.au 

Successful applicants will be advised in early June. 

Rehearsals 

The rehearsal schedule and locations will be finalised once the participating community members 
have been selected. 

Choir Only Rehearsals 

At this stage, the plan is a series of intensive weekend rehearsals, so choir members need to be able 
to make rehearsals on Saturdays and Sundays.  The proposed dates are: 

24-25 June 29-30 July 12-13 August 26-27 August 2-3 September 

Company Rehearsals – Optional for Choir 

Rehearsals with the principle artists will be from 29 August until 14 September at the Old Museum, 
Bowen Hills, Brisbane. These rehearsals are optional for the Choir to attend, but it is preferable – not 
to mention a great opportunity to see Australia’s best in action!  

Stage Rehearsals 

Between 15 and 19 September, rehearsals will be on the stage at Coolangatta Beach.  During 
Production Week attendance is essential, and rehearsals will be held outside of business hours 
whenever possible. However, there may be some rehearsals during business hours in the week 
leading up to the performances. 

General Dress Rehearsal 

On 20 September, the General Dress Rehearsal will occur in front of a small invited audience (don’t 
forget choir members receive two complimentary tickets). 

Performances 

Performances will be on Coolangatta Beach in our pop up opera house on 21, 22, 23, 28, 29 and 30 
September. They will start at 6.30pm on each of the following dates and you will be required to arrive 
approximately 1 hour prior to this.  This is an all-weather event and Opera Australia is committed to 
going ahead with a performance even in doubtful or unfavourable weather conditions. Any 
cancellations will be in line with our wet weather policy when we feel that it presents a risk for 
performers and patrons. 

Information and Contacts 

For further information regarding Griffith Opera on the Beach 2017: Aida, visit: opera.org.au/beach  

To register for an audition, visit: opera.org.au/volunteer 

General enquiries please email: MajorProjectsVolunteer@opera.org.au 

https://opera.org.au/aboutus/management/employment/jobs
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Coolangatta+Beach/@-28.166049,153.5378802,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b910031ed55e615:0x656bb0b9a2f85e08!8m2!3d-28.1663925!4d153.5404094?hl=en
https://opera.org.au/whatson/events/aida-on-the-beach
https://opera.org.au/aboutus/management/employment/jobs



