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Sydney Summer Season breaks box office record for 
Opera Australia  

 
Opera Australia’s highly acclaimed 2017 Sydney Summer Season has been the highest selling in the 
company’s history, smashing the box office record with tickets sales of more than $14 million taken from 
New Year’s Eve to April 1st.* 
 
More than 100,000 people attended performances at the Sydney Opera House that included favourites 
such as La Traviata, La Bohème and Tosca, along with Australian premieres of new productions of 
Cavalleria Rusticana and Pagliacci and King Roger, the first opera performed in Polish in Australia.  
 
Opera Australia’s Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini AM congratulated OA’s hard-working and passionate 
team. 
 
“The reaction to this season has been quite phenomenal. We set ourselves a massive target and a great 
challenge - the Company has had to work harder and smarter than it ever has before and as a team 
they’ve achieved amazing results. 
 
“Every employee at OA has contributed to this success, from our fantastic principals, chorus and 
musicians, the finest Australia and the world has to offer, to the technical and manufacturing crews, and 
all our administrative and support services. It’s an incredible group effort,” he said. 
 
As the world’s third busiest opera company** and Australia’s largest arts employer with around 1,500 
employees, Opera Australia undertakes an exhausting annual schedule of more than 700 performances 
that, in addition to main stage programs in Sydney and Melbourne, also includes 380 performances in 
primary schools for 80,000 children and annual tours to 30 regional centres.  
 
Under Terracini’s artistic guidance OA has doubled its annual turnover in the past five years, doubling its 
audience in the process with more than 500,000 people attending Opera Australia productions and 
performances around the country each year. 
 
 
* Does not include ticket sales from HOSH 
**	https://bachtrack.com/classical-music-statistics-2015	
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