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MEDIA RELEASE 

Massenet | Conducted by Guillaume Tourniaire 
 

Thaïs 
22 & 24 July | Sydney Town Hall 

Starring | Nicole Car | Etienne Dupuis 

 

 
 

Nicole Car celebrates a triumphant return to Australia with a starring role in a 
concert presentation of the beautiful French opera Thaïs, to be performed in the 
rich surrounds of Sydney’s Town Hall. 

Nicole has firmly established herself as one of Australia’s most exciting opera singers, 
with critically acclaimed performances in Luisa Miller at the Sydney Opera House and 
Eugene Onegin at Covent Garden, and the release of her solo album of operatic arias 
The Kiss, debuting at number one on the Australian classical charts in 2015.  

Sydney audiences can now experience the splendour and richness of Nicole’s voice as 
she sings the role of the disillusioned courtesan in Massenet’s Thaïs.  

Described as ‘the next Joan Sutherland’, Nicole will perform opposite Canadian baritone 
Etienne Dupuis, making his Australian debut as the man who cannot resist her charms, 
both on the stage and in real life. 

Nicole and Etienne recently welcomed their first child Noah into the world, after meeting 
in Berlin in 2015 where they were both performing in Eugene Onegin. This will be the 
first time they have performed together on the Australian stage, which will no doubt be a 
significant event for all involved. 

Opera Australia Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini is thrilled to have these two remarkable 
singers performing together in Sydney. 

“I think everyone is very excited about hearing Thaïs and hearing Nicole sing it. I think it 
makes more sense to be in a concert rather than an opera and Nicole will make the 
performance an unforgettable experience. And Etienne Dupuis is a wonderful baritone 
who has sung in major opera houses around the world.” 

The role of Thaïs is known to be notoriously difficult to sing, and only the most gifted of 
performers have successfully undertaken the challenge.  

Nicole and Etienne will be joined on stage by some of Australia’s finest singers, tenor 
Simon Kim, bass Richard Anderson, mezzo sopranos Sian Pendry and Anna Yun and 
soprano Anna Louise Cole, along with the Opera Australia Orchestra playing the 
powerful score, this will be a wonderful and rare opportunity to hear this opera played by 
such exceptional performers.  



 
 

 

 

Creatives 
Conductor Guillaume Tourniaire 

 

Cast 
Thaïs Nicole Car 

Athanaël Etienne Dupuis 

Nicias Simon Kim 

Palémon Richard Anderson 

Albine Sian Pendry 

Crobyle Anna-Louise Cole 

Myrtale Anna Yun 

 

With the Opera Australia Chorus and  

Opera Australia Orchestra 

Performance information  
July 22 and 24 at 7.30pm 

 

SYDNEY TOWN HALL 

 

Running time 

Two hours and forty minutes with one 
interval. 

Performed in French. 

 

Bookings 
Adult tickets from $95 (fees may apply) 

Group and concession prices available 
for most performances.  

Student Rush available for most 
performances: $50 (fees may apply)  

Opera Australia Box Office  
(02) 9318 8200  
www.opera.org.au 

 

 

Media enquiries  
Janet Glover | Public Relations Manager 
+61 2 9318 8246 | 0412 601 816  

Janet.glover@opera.org.au  
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