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NYE: Exclusive Sydney premiere performance of 
Graeme Murphy’s The Merry Widow 
31	December	2017	|	Sydney	Opera	House	
	

	

	
Tickets now on sale to the ultimate Sydney  

New Year’s Eve celebration  
Opera Australia is thrilled to announce tickets are now on sale for a truly unforgettable night full of glitz, 
glamour and excitement on New Year’s Eve at the iconic Sydney Opera House, this year featuring an 
exclusive Sydney premiere performance of Graeme Murphy’s new production of The Merry Widow. 

Ringside seats to one of the greatest shows on earth are hard to come by but Opera Australia has 
some of the best in town when they take over both the Joan Sutherland Theatre and the Concert Hall 
to stage two sensational performances right in the middle of the action. 

“There’s nowhere in the world like Sydney on New Year’s Eve and this year we’re presenting two 
performances that are equally as impressive as the action out on the Harbour.   

“And there’s really nowhere closer to that action than the Sydney Opera House. This is a great 
opportunity to be experiencing the best that Sydney and Australia has to offer, with a wonderful night of 
entertainment on the stage and the spectacular firework show over the water,” said Opera Australia’s 
Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini. 

Guests can select from two performance options – a Gala concert featuring popular arias by Verdi, 
Puccini, Rossini or Graeme Murphy’s highly anticipated production of The Merry Widow – and then 
combine a range of dining and party options to suit their budget. 

There’s an option to start the night with an exclusive pre-performance gala dinner in one of the vast 
Northern Foyers, featuring floor to ceiling windows overlooking spectacular Sydney Harbour. Featuring 
a decadent three-course menu designed by ARIA Head Chef, Matt Moran and matched with premium 
wines and beverages, this is an unforgettable way to kick off the celebrations. 

Then it’s off to the performance. Guests choose either a gala concert of opera’s greatest hits sung by 
some of Australia’s finest singers in the magnificent Concert Hall or the Sydney premiere of The Merry 
Widow in the newly upgraded Joan Sutherland Theatre. Featuring Australian-born international star 
soprano Danielle de Niese, The Merry Widow is a delicious confection: a light-hearted look at love 
amid the champagne and glitter of Art Deco France. 

Interval is programmed perfectly to catch the 9pm fireworks, and then, after the last note has been 
sung, the Midnight Party swings into action in the Northern Foyers of both the Concert Hall and Joan 
Sutherland Theatre, prime vantage points for one of the best fireworks displays in the world. Topped 
off with canapés, drinks, dancing and live entertainment, this is an unforgettable New Year’s Eve 
celebration in one of the world’s most iconic and glamourous locations. 

  



	
	

 

Performance Information 
 
The Merry Widow | 7:45pm | 31 December 2017 | Joan Sutherland Theatre 
https://opera.org.au/whatson/events/the-merry-widow-new-years-eve  
 
The Opera Gala | 7:45pm | 31 December 2017 | Concert Hall 
https://opera.org.au/whatson/events/the-opera-gala-new-years-eve  
 
Package Information 
 
Pre-Performance Dinner | $399 | 5:30pm | Concert Hall & Joan Sutherland Theatre Northern Foyers 

Look out over Sydney Harbour as you dine on a three-course menu, designed by Matt Moran of ARIA 
Restaurant, matched with premium Katnook Coonawarra wines 

Midnight Party | $329 | 10:30pm | Concert Hall & Joan Sutherland Theatre Northern Foyers Canapés, 
drinks and live entertainment, with views of the spectacular midnight fireworks on Sydney Harbour 

Platinum Package | $1,399 | Concert Hall & Joan Sutherland Theatre Northern Foyers 
Pre-performance dinner, Premium seats at the performance of your choice, a program, drink at interval 
and the Midnight Party 

Bookings 
Opera Australia Box Office 
02 9318 8200 
ticketing@opera.org.au  
www.opera.org.au  
 
Media Centre 
 
Images | Videos | Media Releases 
https://opera.org.au/aboutus/media_centre  
 
Media Enquiries 
 
Janet Glover 
Public Relations Manager 
02 9318 8246 | 0412 601 816 
janet.glover@opera.org.au  
 
Brock Goodhill 
Publicity & Social Media Executive 
02 9318 8332 | 0400 285 799 
brock.goodhill@opera.org.au  

	


