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MEDIA RELEASE EMBARGOED UNTIL 11am TUES 23 AUGUST 2016 

Opera Australia 2017 Season Launch 
	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Opera Australia is on the move, showcasing its creative edge with 
new venues and exciting programming that will make 2017 a season 

not to miss. 
 

“The	 launch	of	a	new	season	 is	always	an	exciting	time	for	Opera	Australia	and	2017	 is	our	most	diverse	
and	adventurous	year	to	date.	This	season	has	been	designed	to	provoke	thought	and	discussion	as	well	as	
to	make	you	marvel	at	sublime	music	and	the	power	of	the	masterpieces	which	we	present	to	you	in	2017.	
Consequently,	 we	 have	 created	 an	 experience	 that	 we	 hope	 you	 will	 find	 provocative,	 stimulating	 and	
exhilarating.	
	
Melbourne	will	be	treated	to	five	new	productions	including	John	Bell’s	critically	acclaimed	Carmen	and	the	
much	loved	musical	My	Fair	Lady,	under	the	direction	of	Julie	Andrews.		
The	 six-month	 closure	 of	 the	 Joan	 Sutherland	 Theatre	 in	 the	 Sydney	Opera	House	 due	 to	much-needed	
maintenance	has	presented	many	challenges,	but	challenges	often	demand	that	we	respond	in	a	creative	
manner.		 In	2017	you	will	 see	Opera	Australia	on	 the	move	as	we	perform	 in	different	venues	as	well	as	
familiar	places.”	
	
Lyndon	Terracini,	Artistic	Director,	Opera	Australia	
	
Highlights	of	the	2017	season:	
See	the	world’s	greatest	opera	singer,	Jonas	Kaufmann,	singing	an	opera	for	the	first	time	in	Australia.	This	
will	be	an	unforgettable	experience	as	he	performs	Wagner’s	Parsifal	in	concert,	an	Opera	Australia	first.	As	
one	of	the	supreme	creations	 in	the	history	of	music,	 listeners	can	embark	on	a	magical	musical	 journey.	
Described	 by	 The	 Guardian	 as	 ‘the	 man	 with	 the	 golden	 voice	 and	 the	 golden	 smile’	 this	 will	 be	 an	
extraordinary	Opera	Australia	event.	
	
Melbourne-born	 international	 opera	 star	Danielle	 de	 Niese	will	 make	 a	 triumphant	 return	 to	 her	 home	
town	to	perform	in	her	first	opera	in	Australia.		Starring	in	Opera	Australia’s	new	production	of	The	Merry	
Widow	de	 Niese	 boasts	 a	 story	 that	 you	 couldn’t	 make	 up.	 Of	 Sri	 Lankan	 descent,	 she	 grew	 up	 in	
Melbourne	before	moving	to	LA	at	the	age	of	11	with	her	family,	where	she	became	the	host	of	television	
show	‘L.A	Kids’,	which	she	won	an	Emmy	for	at	age	16.		Making	her	professional	operatic	debut	at	the	age	
of	15	with	the	Los	Angeles	Opera	she	became	the	youngest	singer	ever	to	participate	in	the	Young	Artists	
Studio	at	 the	Metropolitan	Opera.	Married	to	Gus	Christie,	chairman	of	Glyndebourne	Festival	Opera,	de	
Niese,	 Christie	 and	 their	 son	 now	 reside	 at	 Glyndebourne	 opera	 house.	 Lehár's	 charming	 operetta	The	
Merry	Widow	will	provide	ample	doses	of	fun	and	frivolity	and	Danielle	de	Niese	is	the	perfect	star	to	bring	
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this	production	to	life.	With	spirited	choreography	and	direction	from	Graeme	Murphy,	former	director	of	
Sydney	Dance	Company,	Lehár's	charming	operetta	will	be	filled	with	unforgettable	dance.	
	
Winner	of	the	2016	Olivier	Award	for	best	new	opera	production,	experience	the	passion	and	jealousy	of	
Mascagni’s	Cavalleria	 Rusticana	and	 Leoncavallo’s	Pagliacci	in	 this	 co-production	 with	 the	 Royal	 Opera	
House.	Opera	Australia	tenor	Diego	Torre	performs	both	challenging	tenor	roles	in	one	evening	-	as	the	ill-
fated	Turridu	and	jealous	Canio.	
	
Having	never	been	performed	in	Australia,	Szymanowski’s	intoxicating,	iridescent	music	is	rarely	heard	on	
the	 opera	 stage.	 This	 is	 once-in-a-lifetime	 opportunity	 to	 hear	 20th	century	 Polish	 masterpiece,	King	
Roger	starring	outstanding	Albanian	tenor	Saimir	Pirgu,	who	was	mentored	by	the	ultimate	opera	legend,	
Luciano	Pavarotti.	
	
Nicole	 Car	has	 firmly	 established	 herself	 as	 one	 of	 Australia’s	most	 exciting	 opera	 singers,	with	 critically	
acclaimed	performances	in	Luisa	Miller	at	the	Sydney	Opera	House	and	Eugene	Onegin	at	Covent	Garden,	
and	 the	 release	 of	 her	 solo	 album	of	 operatic	 arias	The	 Kiss,	 debuting	 at	 number	 one	 on	 the	 Australian	
classical	charts	in	2015.	Audiences	can	now	experience	the	splendour	and	richness	of	Nicole’s	voice	as	she	
sings	Massenet’s	Thaïs,	music	 that	 explores	 the	 ways	 sacred	 faith	 and	 human	 passion	 intersect,	 in	
harmonies	that	blend	the	exotic	and	erotic.	She	performs	with	partner	Etienne	Dupuis	for	the	first	time	in	
Australia.		
	
Opera	Australia	is	creating	a	new	type	of	production	with	Two	Weddings,	One	Bride.		Unlike	anything	the	
company	 has	 ever	 produced	 before	 and	 created	 by	Robert	 Greene	 and	 directed	 by	 Dean	 Bryant	 who	
directed	Anything	Goes	and	The	Rocky	Horror	Show,	this	production	will	feature	well-loved	operetta	tunes	
and	plenty	of	laughs.	Starring	Opera	Australia	principal	artist	Julie	Lea	Goodwin,	who	boasts	a	background	
in	musical	theatre,	opera,	operetta	and	classical	cross-over,	audiences	are	in	for	a	treat	with	an	abundance	
of	sumptuous	costumes,	pretty	sets	and	joyful	melodies.	
	
Winning	 the	 hearts	 of	 opera	 lovers	 internationally,	Ermonela	 Jaho	will	 make	 her	 Australian	 debut	 as	
Violetta	in	La	Traviata.	As	the	recipient	of		the	Reader’s	Award	at	the	2016	International	Opera	Awards	and	
described	by	The	Economist	as	“the	world’s	most	acclaimed	soprano”	it	will	be	a	rare	treat	to	witness	Jaho	
on	the	stage	as	Violetta,	in	this	classic	role.	
	
Acclaimed	 Australian	 soprano	Greta	 Bradman	enters	 new	 territory	 as	 she	 performs	 in	 her	 first	 opera	 as	
Mimi	 in	La	 Bohème.	 Granddaughter	 of	 Australian	 sports	 royalty	 Donald	 Bradman,	 Greta	 is	 a	 recitalist,	
concert	 and	 stage	 performer	 with	 numerous	 accolades	 to	 her	 name	 including	 an	 APRA/AMCOS	
Performance	of	the	Year	award.	She	has	received	nominations	for	Helpmann,	MusicOz	and	Aria	Awards	and	
has	 recordings	with	 Sony	 and	 ABC	 as	well	 as	 two	 solo	 albums	 that	 topped	 the	 Australian	 classic	 charts.	
Bradman	is	a	rare	talent	who	will	bring	an	exciting	presence	to	the	Opera	Australia	stage	as	she	makes	her	
debut	in	this	much-loved	production.		
	
Known	internationally	as	one	the	world’s	great	opera	events,	Handa	Opera	on	Sydney	Harbour	returns	in	
2017	with	one	of	the	most	well-known	and	loved	operas	of	all	time,	Bizet’s	Carmen.	Described	by	Time	Out	
as	‘the	perfect	potion	–	the	glitzy	visuals	and	hyperactive	energy	of	a	Broadway	musical	mixed	with	world-
class	 opera’	 this	 is	 a	 production	 that	 packs	 a	 punch.	 Starring	 Italian	 Mezzo	 Soprano	Josè	 Maria	 Lo	
Monaco	and	Spanish	tenor	Andeka	Gorrotxategi,	audiences	will	be	treated	to	a	high	dose	of	passion	and	
heartbreak.		
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2017	program	

New Year’s Eve  
31	DECEMBER	|	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
Conductor	Brian	Castles-Onion	|	Presenter	Jonathan	Biggins	

	
	

New	Year's	Eve	is	the	night	when	Sydney	puts	on	the	bling,	kicks	up	its	heels	and	shows	the	world	what	a	gorgeous	
thing	it	is,	as	a	festival	of	fire	flares	across	the	midnight	sky.	With	visitors	from	all	over	the	world	flocking	to	the	New	
Year’s	Eve	gala,	join	the	merrymaking	before	it	sells	out!	Choose	between	two	performances:	Puccini's	La	Bohème	or	
the	entertaining	Opera	Gala,	featuring	favourites	by	Verdi,	Puccini	and	more.		
	
	“There’s	nowhere	in	the	world	like	Sydney	on	New	Year’s	Eve	and	there’s	nowhere	closer	to	the	action	than	Sydney	
Opera	 House.	 A	 glamorous	 and	memorable	 New	 Year’s	 is	 the	 perfect	 way	 to	 kick	 off	 2017,”	 said	 Opera	 Australia	
Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
	
The	Opera	Gala	stars	some	of	the	world’s	finest	opera	singers	including	Dragana	Radakovich,	Emma	Matthews,	Diego	
Torre,	José	Carbó	and	Sian	Pendry.		
	

La Bohème  
31	DEC	–	24	MARCH	|	JOAN	SUTHERLAND	THEATRE,	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
Conductor	Carlo	Montanaro	|	Pietro	Rizzo	|	Director	Gale	Edwards	

	
	

Opera	Australia’s	 popular	production	of	Gale	 Edwards’	La	Bohème	 returns	 to	 the	 Sydney	Opera	House	 for	 another	
exciting	season,	this	time	featuring	breakout	Opera	Australia	star,	Nicole	Car.	This	glittering	production	provides	the	
perfect	setting	for	the	heart-wrenching	love	story,	filled	with	the	familiar	arias	of	Puccini’s	most	famous	opera.	
“It	will	 be	 a	 treat	 for	 Sydney	 audiences	 to	witness	Nicole	 in	 this	 classic	 role,”	 said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	
Lyndon	Terracini.		
	
“We’re	also	very	excited	for	acclaimed	singer	Greta	Bradman	to	make	her	debut	with	Opera	Australia.	This	is	the	first	
opera	she’s	ever	done	so	it’s	a	fantastic	production	to	start	with.”	
	
Australian	Baritone	Christopher	Tonkin	(performing	Marcello)	is	currently	engaged	as	resident	principal	baritone	with	
Hannover	Staatsoper,	where	his	 roles	 include	the	Count	 in	Le	Nozze	di	Figaro,	Albert	 in	Werther,	Silvio	 in	Pagliacci.	
This	will	be	his	debut	with	Opera	Australia.	
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Cavalleria Rusticana/Pagliacci 
Australian Premiere  
12	JAN	–	4	FEB	|	JOAN	SUTHERLAND	THEATRE,	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
10	MAY	–	20	MAY	|	ARTS	CENTRE	MELBOURNE	
Conductor	Andrea	Licata	|	Director	Damiano	Michieletto	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Roll	up	for	a	double	dose	of	desperation	and	drama	in	this	classic	double	bill	of	tragedies	with	stories	that	cut	all	too	
close	to	home.	This	co-production	with	the	Royal	Opera	House,	Covent	Garden	lays	bare	the	raw	heart	of	each	opera	–	
ordinary	people,	driven	by	emotion	to	the	limits	of	what	we	know	is	human.		
	
Opera	Australia	tenor	Diego	Torre	stars	in	both	Cavalleria	Rusticana	and	Pagliacci,	performing	both	challenging	tenor	
roles	in	one	evening	-	as	the	ill-fated	Turridu	and	jealous	Canio.		
	
“I’ve	wanted	to	do	Cavalleria	Rusticana	for	a	while,	and	I	think	audiences	are	going	to	love	this	new	production.	These	
two	operas	are	tremendously	powerful,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
	
“We’re	thrilled	that	Dragana	Radakovich	will	return	to	our	shores	after	her	fantastic	performance	in	Handa	Opera	on	
the	Harbour	-	Turandot.	She’s	the	perfect	choice	for	the	intensity	of	Santuzza	in	Cavalleria	Rusticana.”		
	

King Roger  
Australian Premiere  
20	JAN	–	15	FEB	|	JOAN	SUTHERLAND	THEATRE,	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
19	MAY	–	27	MAY	|	ARTS	CENTRE	MELBOURNE	
Conductor	Andrea	Molino	|	Director	Kasper	Holten	
	

	
	
Szymanowski’s	 intoxicating,	 iridescent	music	 is	rarely	heard	on	the	opera	stage,	so	don’t	miss	this	once-in-a-lifetime	
opportunity	to	hear	a	20th	century	Polish	masterpiece.	
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This	co-production	with	 Royal	 Opera	 House	 was	 first	 performed	 in	 Covent	 Garden	 and	 ‘rapturously	 acclaimed’	 by	
critics	who	described	Kasper	Holten’s	arresting	staging	as	a	‘major	artistic	triumph’	(The	Telegraph).	
	
“Composer	Karol	Syzmanowski	is	simply	wonderful.	This	is	the	first	time	King	Roger	has	been	performed	in	Australia	
and	it’s	an	extraordinary	piece	of	music,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.		
	
“Syzmanowski	was	 fascinated	by	 the	melting	pot	of	people	and	cultures	 in	 the	Mediterranean,	particularly	 in	Sicily,	
where	he	 spent	much	 time.	 The	Arabic	musical	 influences	 in	 the	 score	of	King	Roger	 reflect	 the	many	parallel	 and	
integrated	cultures	that	existed	in	Sicily	during	the	early	part	of	the	20th	century.”	
	
One	of	the	world’s	greatest	tenors,	Saimir	Pirgu	will	make	his	debut	with	Opera	Australia	in	the	role	of	the	Shepherd	
(Sydney	performances).		
	

La Traviata  
3	FEB	–	1	APRIL	|	JOAN	SUTHERLAND	THEATRE,	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
Conductor	Renato	Palumbo	|	Anthony	Legge	|	Director	Elijah	Moshinsky	
	

	
	
Violetta	wears	velvet	and	lace	and	drinks	the	very	best	champagne	from	crystal	glasses.	Her	parties	are	legendary,	her	
company	sought	after.	It	seems	like	the	party	will	never	end.	Could	a	little	love	really	change	everything?	
	
The	season	opens	with	Ermonela	Jaho	as	Violetta,	who	The	Economist	called	“the	world’s	most	acclaimed	soprano”	
after	 she	won	 the	 reader’s	 choice	 award	 at	 the	 International	 Opera	 Awards,	 and	 continues	 with	 Lorina	 Gore	 and	
Emma	Matthews.			
	
“Ermonela	 is	 one	 of	 the	 greatest	 singers	 in	 the	world	 and	Violetta	 is	 one	 of	 the	 great	 roles.	 She’s	 a	 tremendously	
exciting	and	wonderful	artist	who	I	cannot	wait	to	see	perform	here	in	Australia,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	
Lyndon	Terracini.		
	
The	great	maestro	and	Verdi	specialist	Renato	Palumbo	returns	to	conduct	after	the	success	of	Simon	Boccanegra	and	
acclaimed	South	Korean	tenor	Ho-Yoon	Chung	opens	as	Alfredo	Germont.	
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Tosca 
17	FEB	–	31	MARCH	|	JOAN	SUTHERLAND	THEATRE,	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
Conductor	Christian	Badea	|	Tahu	Matheson	|	Director	John	Bell	
	

	
	
“John	Bell’s	Tosca	is	a	triumph	for	Opera	Australia.”	The	Daily	Telegraph	
	
John	Bell	delighted	Sydney	audiences	with	his	direction	of	Carmen	in	2016.	This	Sydney	Summer	season,	witness	Bell’s	
critically	acclaimed	20th	century	retelling	of	Puccini’s	Tosca.			
	
This	 is	 a	 production	 that	 demands	 three	 outstanding	 singers,	 and	 for	 this	 Sydney	 season,	 Spanish	 soprano	Ainhoa	
Arteta	will	make	her	Australian	debut	with	Opera	Australia.	She	will	be	joined	by	Romanian	tenor	Teodor	Illincai,	also	
making	his	Opera	Australia	debut;	and	Italian	baritone	Lucio	Gallo	as	Scarpia.	
	
“I’m	 very	 excited	 for	 Arteta	 and	 Illincai	 to	 perform	 on	 the	 Opera	 Australia	 stage.	 Arteta	 is	 one	 of	 the	 greatest	
sopranos	around	and	 Illincai	 is	a	fantastic	tenor	who	will	bring	tremendous	power	to	the	role,”	said	Opera	Australia	
Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
	
“Lucio	Gallo	is	really	interesting.	He’s	a	very	famous	baritone	and	has	sung	all	the	great	baritone	roles	in	all	the	major	
opera	houses	in	the	world.		To	see	him	perform	in	the	role	of	Scarpia	will	be	captivating.”	
	

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour - Carmen 
24	MARCH	–	23	APRIL	|	FLEET	STEPS,	MRS	MACQUARIES	POINT	
Conductor	Brian	Castles-Onion	|	Director	Gale	Edwards	
	

	
	
“It’s	 the	 perfect	 potion	 –	 the	 glitzy	 visuals	 and	 hyperactive	 energy	 of	 a	 Broadway	musical	 mixed	 with	 world-class	
opera.”	–	Time	Out	
	
Known	internationally	as	one	the	world’s	great	opera	events,	Handa	Opera	on	Sydney	Harbour	returns	 in	2017	with	
one	of	the	most	well-known	and	loved	operas	of	all	time,	Bizet’s	Carmen.		
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“Handa	Opera	on	Sydney	Harbour	 is	now	one	of	 the	 four	most	 important	outdoor	events	 in	 the	world,	and	people	
have	responded	to	it	incredibly,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
One	of	the	most	promising	mezzo-sopranos	of	her	generation,	Italian	born	Jose	Maria	Lo	Monaco	will	star	as	Carmen.	
Performing	as	the	ill-fated	Don	José	is	Spanish	tenor	Andeka	Gorrotxategi	and	Croatian	bass	baritone	Marko	Mimica	
will	make	for	a	vibrant	Escamillo.		
This	original	production	by	Gale	Edwards	brings	Carmen	to	mid-20th	century	Spain	and	it	certainly	packs	a	punch.	

 
Two Weddings, One Bride 
New Production 
27	APRIL	–	22	OCTOBER	|	THE	PLAYHOUSE,	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
Conductor	Robert	Greene	|	Director	Dean	Bryant	
	

	
	
Two	Weddings,	One	Bride	brings	together	all	your	favourite	songs	from	operetta	and	brings	them	together	in	a	story	
by	 Charles	 Lecocq.	 Unlike	 anything	 Opera	 Australia	 has	 ever	 created	 before,	 audiences	 are	 in	 for	 a	 treat	 with	 an	
abundance	of	sumptuous	costumes,	pretty	sets	and	joyful	melodies.	
	
	“Two	Weddings,	One	Bride	is	a	new	production	that	has	some	of	the	best	music	you’ll	ever	hear	in	operetta,	and	it’s	a	
very	humorous	piece.	 It’s	 like	a	French	 farce	with	 fabulous	music	 that	people	will	 know	straight	away,”	 said	Opera	
Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
	
“It’s	created	by	Robert	Greene	so	it’s	going	to	be	a	lot	of	fun.	This	is	really	out	there,	it’s	for	people	who	want	to	have	
a	fun	time,	have	a	laugh,	hear	some	music	they	know	and	love	and	see	some	terrific	performances.”		
	
Starring	 Opera	 Australia	 principal	 artist	Julie	 Lea	 Goodwin,	who	 boasts	 a	 background	 in	 musical	 theatre,	 opera,	
operetta	and	classical	cross-over,	audiences	are	in	for	a	treat	with	an	abundance	of	sumptuous	costumes,	pretty	sets	
and	joyful	melodies.	
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Carmen 

4	MAY	–	26	MAY	|	ARTS	CENTRE	MELBOURNE	
Conductor	Guillaume	Tourniaire	|	Director	John	Bell	
	

	
	
“John	Bell	creates	a	vivid	and	seductive	Cuban-	flavoured	affair”	–	The	Sydney	Morning	Herald	
	
The	 passion,	 heat	 and	 danger	 of	 Carmen	 will	 be	 brought	 to	 dazzling	 heights	 in	 John	 Bell’s	 acclaimed	 production,	
tackling	 the	 gritty	 tale	 of	 power,	 corruption	 and	 destruction	 head	 on.	 Set	 against	 crumbling,	monumental	 colonial	
architecture,	 this	 vibrantly	 colourful	 show	will	 bring	 obsessions	 and	 love	 to	 the	 stage	 through	 Spanish	 dance	 and	
contemporary	breakdancing.		
	
Carmen	 brings	 with	 it	 some	 of	 opera’s	 biggest	 names	 –	 Israeli	 born	mezzo-soprano	 Rinat	 Shamam	 (Carmen)	 and	
Ukrainian	tenor	Dmyto	Popov	(Don	José)	and	Opera	Australia	Principal	Artists	Shane	Lowrencev,	Stacey	Alleaume.	
“Carmen	is	a	must	see	opera,	even	if	you’ve	never	set	foot	in	an	opera	house,”	said	Lyndon	Terracini.	“If	you’re	new	to	
opera,	this	production	of	Carmen	is	the	perfect	first	show	–	the	work	itself	is,	of	course,	brilliant,	the	production	values	
are	second-to-none.”	
	

My Fair Lady 
16	MAY	–	30	JULY	|	REGENT	THEATRE,	MELBOURNE	
Director	Julie	Andrews	
	

	
	
Celebrating	the	beloved	original,	Lerner	and	Loewe’s	My	Fair	Lady	comes	to	the	Regent	Theatre,	under	the	direction	
of	Julie	Andrews.	
	
The	Cinderella	story	about	the	Cockney	flower	girl	Eliza	Doolittle	and	the	appealingly	arrogant	phoneticist,	Professor	
Higgins,	is	an	endearing	tale	that	charms	audiences	with	its	warmth	and	vivid	characters.	
	
“My	 Fair	 Lady	 is	 an	 exciting	 production	 that	 boasts	 a	 great	 cast,	 and	 to	 have	 the	 original	 costume	 design	 and	 set	
designer	is	an	absolute	thrill,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
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In	 1956,	 Alan	 Jay	 Lerner	 and	 Frederick	 Loewe’s	masterful	 retelling	 of	 George	 Bernard	 Shaw’s	 Pygmalion	 took	 the	
world	 by	 storm.	 Playing	 the	 irresistible	 Eliza	 Doolittle	 was	 a	 young	 Julie	 Andrews,	 in	 only	 her	 second	 role	 on	
Broadway,	a	role	that	would	catapult	her	into	international	stardom.	
	
To	think	that	Broadway’s	original	Eliza	Doolittle,	Julie	Andrews,	will	direct	My	Fair	Lady	60	years	later,	 I’m	sure,	will	
excite	 both	 Australian	 and	 international	 audiences,”	 said	 	 The	 Gordon	 Frost	 Organisation	Managing	 Director	 John	
Frost.		

Studio Recitals  
3	JUNE	–	29	JULY	|	THE	OPERA	CENTRE,	480	ELIZABETH	STREET,	SURRY	HILLS	

	
	
Get	up	close	and	personal	with	Principal	Artists	of	Opera	Australia	for	recitals	of	music	dear	to	their	hearts.	If	you’ve	
experienced	 the	 sheer	power	of	 an	opera	 singer	 in	 a	 concert	hall,	 prepare	 yourself	 for	 the	 indescribable	 feeling	of	
being	seated	mere	metres	away	from	some	of	the	most	captivating	voices	in	Australia.			
	
“It’s	 really	 about	 hearing	 this	music	 up	 close	 and	 personal.	 It’s	 powerful,	 moving,	 emotional	music,	 in	 the	 artist’s	
environment,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.		
	
“There’s	 a	 lot	 of	 interesting	 and	 unusual	music	 that	 Opera	 Australia	 artists	 have	 never	 performed.	 This	 is	 a	 great	
opportunity	to	experience	something	a	little	different	and	soak	in	beautiful	and	rarely	heard	music.”	
	

Parsifal 
9	AUG	–	14	AUG	|	CONCERT	HALL,	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
Conductor	Pinchas	Steinberg	

	
	

Jonas	 Kaufmann	 is	 the	 greatest	 tenor	 of	 our	 time,	 and	 he	 returns	 to	 the	 Sydney	Opera	 House	 to	 perform	 one	 of	
opera’s	most	challenging	roles	in	a	rare	concert	performance	of	Wagner’s	final	opera	Parsifal.	
	
The	power	and	majesty	of	Wagner’s	music	needs	massive	orchestral	forces,	and	released	from	the	orchestra	pit	to	fill	
the	 concert	 hall	 stage,	 the	 Australian	 Opera	 and	 Ballet	 Orchestra	 under	 conductor	 Pinchas	 Steinberg	 will	 be	
something	to	behold.	
	
“This	 is	the	 big	 attraction	 of	 the	 year.	 I	 love	 the	 piece,	 it’s	 one	 of	 my	 favourite	 operas.	 It’s	 more	 like	 a	 religious	
experience	than	going	to	the	opera.	To	have	Jonas	Kaufmann	in	his	best	role	singing	in	the	concert	hall	really	will	be	
something	special,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.		
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“Parsifal	 is	 an	 extraordinary	work	 -	 it’s	 the	music,	 it’s	 philosophically	what	 the	 piece	 is	 saying	 -	 fundamentally	 the	
music	 takes	 you	 to	 another	 place.	 It’s	 unbelievably	 beautiful	music.	 You	 sit	 there	 and	 genuinely	 feel	 that	 you	 are	
transported	and	it’s	an	amazing	thing.	Everyone	should	see	and	hear	Parsifal	at	least	once	in	their	life.	Everyone.”	
	

Verdi’s Requiem  
10	AUGUST	|	CONCERT	HALL,	SYDNEY	OPERA	HOUSE	
Conductor	Renato	Palumbo	
	

	
	
Sorrow,	 desire,	 anger,	 fear	 –	 Verdi’s	Requiem	 is	 a	 thrilling	 journey	 of	 intense	 human	 emotion,	 as	 dramatic	 as	 any	
opera.	 Performed	 by	 the	 Opera	 Australia	 Chorus	 with	 an	 international	 cast	 of	 Verdi	 specialists,	 this	 a	 true	 choral	
masterpiece.	
	
“It’s	tremendously	exciting,	it’s	extraordinary	to	listen	to	and	we	have	some	wonderful	singers	who	will	showcase	this	
masterpiece	 beautifully.	 This	 is	 one	 of	 the	 great	 concert	 pieces.	 It’s	 incredibly	 operatic	 in	 scale,	 the	way	Verdi	 has	
created	this	music,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.		
	

Griffith Opera on the Beach  Aida 
New Production 
21	SEPT	–	30	SEPT	|	COOLANGATTA	BEACH,	GOLD	COAST	
Conductor	Simon	Kenway	|	Director	Hugh	Halliday	
	

	
	
Renowned	the	world	over	as	the	most	spectacular	outdoor	opera,	Aida	will	be	unleashed	under	the	starry	night	sky,	
with	waves	 lapping	 nearby.	 It’s	 the	 perfect	 setting	 to	 experience	 fireworks	 of	 the	 vocal	 and	 the	 pyrotechnic	 kind,	
colourful	costumes	and	even	local	surf	life	savers	getting	in	on	the	action.	
	
“To	experience	Verdi’s	masterpiece	Aida	on	 the	beach	will	be	an	unforgettable	opera	experience.	 It’s	an	honour	 to	
return	 to	Queensland	and	we’re	grateful	 for	 the	support	of	Griffith	University	 for	making	 this	possible,”	 said	Opera	
Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.		
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Performed	 in	 Italian	 and	 conducted	by	Simon	Kenway,	 some	of	Australia’s	 finest	 singers	 including	Natalie	Aroyan,	
Michael	 Honeyman	 and	Milijana	Nikolic	 will	 perform	 alongside	 the	Opera	 Australia	 Community	 Choir,	 which	will	
form	the	chorus	for	Aida.		Audience	members	can	also	enjoy	the	presence	of	Gold	Coast	surf	life	savers	in	an	exciting,	
local	twist	on	this	new	production.			
	

Ferrucio Furlanetto  
27	SEP	–	29	SEP	|	CITY	RECITAL	HALL,	ANGEL	PLACE,	SYDNEY	

	
	
It’s	a	rare	performer	who	can	take	a	sonorous	bass	and	make	it	world	famous.	Ferruccio	Furlanetto	is	that	performer:	
a	gifted	singer-actor	with	a	captivating	voice.		
	
“He’s	one	of	 the	greatest	basses	of	his	generation.	He’s	 sung	all	 the	major	 roles	 in	every	major	opera	house	 in	 the	
world	and	continues	to	do	so.	 I	think	people	will	remember	him	very	fondly	from	his	 last	acclaimed	performance	in	
Opera	Australia’s	Don	Carlos	as	King	Phillip	in	2015,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
	
Furlanetto’s	powerful	interpretation	of	Schubert’s	stunning	song	cycle,	Winterreise	captures	the	energy,	despair	and	
sensual	longing	of	the	work.	A	second	program	explores	the	soulful	poetry	of	Russian	art	song.	Only	the	vast	expanse	
of	a	Russian	winter	could	inspire	Mussorgsky’s	Songs	and	Dances	of	Death	and	Rachmaninov’s	moody	romances.		
	

Madama Butterfly  
24	OCT	–	4	NOV	|	CAPITOL	THEATRE,	SYDNEY	
Conductor	Brian	Castles-Onion	|	Director	Moffatt	Oxenbould	

	
	
Moffatt	Oxenbould’s	stunning	production	of	Madama	Butterfly	takes	to	the	stage	in	the	sumptuous	Capitol	Theatre,	
marking	itself	as	a	grand	event	in	Sydney’s	cultural	calendar.		
	
“We’ve	assembled	a	stellar	cast	that	will	do	Puccini’s	work	justice	–	South	Korean	soprano	Karah	Son	will	perform	her	
first	Butterfly	which	will	be	a	delight	to	witness,”	said	Opera	Australia	Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
	
“It’ll	be	terrific	to	stage	Madama	Butterfly	in	the	Capitol	Theatre,	which	lends	itself	so	well	to	opera.	The	elegance	of	
the	theatre	itself,	the	sheer	scale	of	the	venue,	the	big	pit	-	we	haven’t	done	an	opera	at	the	Capitol	for	a	very	long	
time,	so	it’ll	be	a	grand	event.”	
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The Merry Widow 
NEW PRODUCTION 
15	NOV	–	25	NOV	|	ARTS	CENTRE	MELBOURNE	
Conductor	Vanessa	Scammell	|	Director	and	Choreographer	Graeme	Murphy	
	

	
	
Melbourne-born	 international	 opera	 star	Danielle	 de	 Niese	 stars	 as	 the	 beguiling	 widow	 of	 the	 title,	 inadvertent	
heiress	 of	 a	 city's	 fortune	 after	 just	 eight	 days	 of	 marriage.	 The	 Merry	 Widow	 will	 be	 de	 Niese’s	 first	 opera	
performance	in	Australia.	
	
“We’re	tremendously	excited	to	have	Danielle	de	Niese	making	her	opera	debut	in	Melbourne,”	said	Opera	Australia	
Artistic	Director	Lyndon	Terracini.	
	
Graeme	Murphy,	 the	 former	 director	 of	 Sydney	Dance	 Company	 brings	 his	 spirited	 choreography	 and	 direction	 to	
Lehár's	charming	operetta	in	this	brand	new	production.	
	
“This	will	be	an	unmissable	opera	production	filled	with	incredible	tunes,	unforgettable	dance	and	a	captivating	lead,”	
said	Terracini.	
	
	
	

Bookings	
Opera	Australia	Box	Office		
(02)	9318	8200		
www.opera.org.au	
	

Media	enquiries		
Janet	Glover	|	PR	Manager		
0412	601	816|	Janet.glover@opera.org.au	
	

Brock	Goodhill	|	Publicist		
0400	285	799|	brock.goodhill@opera.org.au	
	
	
Or	visit	our	Opera	Australia	Media	Centre:		 www.opera.org.au/aboutus/media_centre	
	


