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MEDIA RELEASE  
4 March 2019 

Opera Australia continues its mission to inspire children 
across NSW with its Schools Tour program 
 

 
 
Opera Australia today launched a recently commissioned production, By the Light of the Moon as 
part of its 2019 NSW Schools Tour initiative, which runs from March through to September across 
regional and metropolitan areas.  

Providing new opportunities for thousands of young students to experience and enjoy the magic of opera 
remains a key commitment for the company with numerous studies showing the remarkable impact that live 
music and performance has on childhood learning and development. 

“Opera Australia is committed to developing new works with Australian artists and creators, and we are 
delighted to be bringing this original production to NSW schools this year,” said Opera Australia CEO Rory 
Jeffes.  

The Opera Australia Schools Touring team have delivered performances to more than 1.4 million students 
nationally since its commencement in 2000. Last year, Opera Australia completed more than 200 live 
performances in NSW reaching approximately 40,000 children as far as Coffs Harbour in the north and 
Queanbeyan in the south.  

An essential part of the Tour is Opera Australia’s AUSLAN Shadow Interpreting program, which will bring an 
accessible version of the performance to NSW schools with Deaf and hard of hearing audiences in April this 
year. Opera Australia collaborated with professional interpreter Maxine Buxton to develop this resource heavy 
practice, which integrates the interpreters into the live performance, allowing children to enjoy the essence 
of live music and theatre in its entirety.  

Opera Australia also announced that Bloomberg has signed on as a new supporting partner of the Schools 
Tour program, which will enable the tour to expand and visit more than 55,000 schoolchildren in NSW and 
Victoria this year. Opera Australia is also working to travel to a number of schools operated by the Bloomberg-
supported Indigenous education group Go Foundation as part of the partnership.  

Based on Edward Lear’s timeless poem The Owl and the Pussycat, By the Light of the Moon is a fully staged 
50-minute musical comedy catered to all ages. It features a captivating narrative and showcases some of 
opera’s most recognised tunes along with beautiful costumes and vibrant scenery. Students are also offered 
the chance to ask questions at the end of the performance to gain further insight on the art form.  

This colourful production is supported by curriculum-focused teachers’ resource material to engage young 
audiences and welcome them to the realm of opera.  
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Creatives  

Devised by Liesel Badorrek & Michael Badorrek  

Director Liesel Badorrek  

Designer Mark Thompson  

Musical Arrangements Robert Andrew Greene 

Revival Director Kate Gaul  

Musical Director Luke Spicer 

 

Cast   

Agatha the Cat Anna Stephens / Imogen-Faith Malfitano 

Cedric the Owl David King / Andrew Jones  

Queen of Hearts/Mary/Miss Muffet's Spider Olivia Cranwell / Anna 

Stephens / Imogen-Faith Malfitano  

Old King Cole/Three Blind Mice Rocco Speranza / Andrew Jones 

Pianists Antonio Fernandez / Benjamin Burton 

Performance information  

Touring  
4 March – 20 September 2019 

  

Suitability  
Foundation – Year 6  

 

Setup Time   
60 minutes setup and 30 minutes 
pack down   

 

Duration  
60 minutes, including Q&A session 

  

Bookings 

PIE Productions 

1800 807 707  

admin@pieproductions.com.au  

 

Media enquiries  

Natasha-Eloise Andrade 

PR Coordinator 

(02) 9318 8331 | 0406 664 51  

natasha.andrade@opera.org.au  

 

 

About Opera Australia's Schools Tour 
 
Every year, Opera Australia performs to almost 60,000 primary school children throughout Victoria and NSW. 
 
It's always a big event when the Opera Australia van rolls up at your school. Arriving at the start of the school 
day, complete with opera costumes, sets, four singers and a pianist. They need about 60 minutes to set up 
in your hall (or any large space), then they are ready to perform. 
 
The schools tour presents up to three sessions in a day, and each session consists of a 50-minute 
performance of a complete opera followed by 10 minutes of questions and answers with the students and 
teachers. 
 
Preparation and follow-up is all part of the experience: when you book you receive an Opera Australia teacher 
resource pack. This includes suggestions for classroom extension activities both before and after the opera 
incursion. 
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