
 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  

Talented teens win opera scholarship and 
chance to perform at Opera Australia 
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Four young singers from QLD, WA and the NT have each won a highly sought after Opera 
Australia Regional Student Scholarship for 2018, and will now have the opportunity to 
perform for Artistic Director Lyndon Terracini.  

The secondary school students will fly to Sydney in January for a week-long first-hand 
experience with the national opera company gaining exclusive behind the scenes insight to 
the working life of an opera singer. 

The 2018 Opera Australia Regional Student Scholarship winners are; Bonnie Staude 
(Albany, WA), Maddie Stephens (Gold Coast, QLD), Declan Ross (Cairns, QLD) and 
Leah Bateman (Alice Springs, NT). 

The four teenagers were selected from more than 30 finalists who auditioned during the 
2017 regional tour of The Marriage of Figaro. The winners will receive professional training 
from artistic, music, language and drama coaches at Opera Australia during January 2018, 
as well as spending time backstage at the Sydney Opera House. 

Launched in 2014, the Regional Student Scholarship expands Opera Australia’s Regional 
Tour community engagement activities. Together with Opera Australia’s Regional 
Children’s Chorus and Education Workshops, Opera Australia presents a range of ways for 
students and families from remote and regional Australia to connect with opera, both as 
participants and as audiences. 

“There is an enormous amount of talent in this country, and after the success of the 
scholarship program in previous years, we are looking forward to seeing the new round of 
winners in Sydney,” said Opera Australia’s Artistic Director, Lyndon Terracini. 

“The Regional Student Scholarship is a really exciting initiative. We already develop young 
singers through our Young Artist Program but the Regional Student Scholarship allows us 
to work with a younger group - senior secondary students - who might be considering a 
career in opera. It is important for us to nurture and support these talented individuals with 
their journey into the music industry.” 

Applicants were short listed by Children’s Chorus Master Joshua van Konkelenberg, with 
the winners selected by Lyndon Terracini and Opera Australia’s Head of Music Tahu 
Matheson. 

For all media enquiries, please contact: 

Brock Goodhill | Senior Publicist | (02) 9318 8332 | 0400 285 799 | brock.goodhill@opera.org.au  

mailto:brock.goodhill@opera.org.au

