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At 35, the Opera Australia Benevolent Fund is now entering middle age – a time of 

maturity in which we both take pride in past achievements and look to the future. 

During the last 12 months the Trustees have continued to honour the charter of the 

Fund by assisting OA employees present and past and their dependents, and continued 

to maintain the Fund’s financial position. I reported last year that the number of 

requests received by the Fund has remained comparatively low but the amounts 

involved have increased significantly. Those trends have not changed in 2015. 

 

In thanking all my fellow Trustees for their thoughtful and practical input, I’d like to 

mention particularly our General Secretary, the very efficient Li Li Fisher and our 

ever-vigilant investment subcommittee Sue Olden and Anson Austin. The role of 

Honorary Treasurer has recently reverted to Tracie Cordeiro who has returned to her 

full-time OA position. My sincere thanks go to Ann Wang, who so ably balanced the 

books in Tracie’s absence. Following the resignation from the Trustees of Stuart 

Maunder, who has defected to NZ, the position of Minutes Secretary has been ably 

assumed by Rachel Westwood. Filling the vacancy, late last year we welcomed Ben 

Lynch from Stage Management. Thanks also to Opera Australia for assigning the 

Fund secure space on the company’s computer server for our archived records. 

 

Fund raising continues to be a vexing issue in the current financial climate. Again I 

would like to formally thank all of you and our absent colleagues for maintaining your 

fortnightly contributions. The Trustees occasionally run membership drives and we 

would be very grateful to any members who encourage others in their departments to 

contribute to the Fund. The two dollar fortnightly minimum deduction has remained 

unchanged since 2002. We would also be pleased to accept any voluntary increases to 

that amount from current members. Just ask one of the Trustees or see Payroll direct. 

 

Finally, as I do every year, I’d like to remind you that the Fund is there for you in 

times of genuine hardship. Be assured that any request that satisfies the guidelines as 

set out in the Fund’s Trust Deed will be treated discretely and expediently. 

 

Dr Robert Mitchell, Chairman  July 2015 
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